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Unique sport attracts thrill-seekers
Men’s basketball barrels over OSU
Travesty, TSTV host offbeat SG debate
Mary Kang | Daily Texan Staff 
Debate judges Matt Ingebretson, Christ Trew and Ramin Nazer discuss 
which of the candidates should win the debate. The event was held at 
the San Jacinto multipurpose room Wednesday evening.
Cab offers one-of-a-kind ride SG hopefuls 
bring levity 
to elections
Bobby Longoria | Daily Texan Staff
Bailee E. Beilman, Christopher J. Stevens and Ernest G. Hotze III search through songs in The Land Yacht, Austin’s karaoke cab. The 
cab, driven by Scott Powell, provides riders with a black-lit mobile karaoke lounge as they venture to downtown and other parts 
of Austin.
Bobby Longoria | Daily Texan Staff 
Aaron Walther and Lara Grant are running for Student Government 
president and vice president under the banner, “Vote for Premiere 
Success.”
Three polls show that 
primary runoff likely
UT budget takes hit in performing arts partnership
‘Land Yacht’ makes sound waves as driver shares his love for music
By Andrew Kreighbaum
Daily Texan Staff
Austin cab driver Scott 
Powell says surprised riders 
ask him three or four times 
a night whether they’ve just 
hopped into the Cash Cab.
“That guy’s a poseur,” 
Powell said, referring to Ben 
Bailey, the Discovery Chan-
nel show’s host.
Powell has been driving a 
cab in Austin for almost 17 
years, so pardon him if he 
doesn’t think Bailey, whose 
show hasn’t been on the air 
nearly as long, is very legit-
imate. But riders find them-
selves reaching for a com-
parison when they jump 
into Powell’s cab, which is 
outfitted with black lights, 
neon colors and a sound 
system with multiple tele-
visions that provide stream-
ing music videos through-
out the ride.
“Driving a cab is who I 
am,” he said. “But music is 
what I live my life for.”
Riders call it the karaoke 
cab, but Powell refers to his 
vehicle as The Land Yacht, 
a name he inherited from a 
taxi-driver friend.
There are no cameras in 
Powell’s Yellow Cab van 
and no cash to be won, but 
countless hours have gone 
into outfitting it with screens 
and a sound system and 
then manually adding lyrics 
to thousands of songs.
“Before people started 
asking me that, it was like, 
it’s a case of ‘You know this 
guy is a wannabe,’” he said. 
“At this point, you know it’s 
getting so old that I’m begin-
ning to truly hate the guy.”
His playlist has expand-
ed to include more than 
30,000 songs that span just 
about every genre, he said. 
He drives mostly in Central 
Austin, where UT students 
frequently use cabs to get 
from West Campus or simi-
lar neighborhoods to down-
town for a late night.
He’s watched riders’ taste 
in music change through his 
years of cab-driving. Sorori-
ty girls seem to pick a lot of 
Journey songs, he said. The 
most popular genres in the 
cab are rap, R&B and hip-
hop. Although he names 
James Taylor as his favorite 
artist, Powell said he enjoys 
all of those genres, as well.
“Whatever the kids are lis-
tening to, it actually tends 
to energize me,” he said. “It 
makes me feel like I’m part 
of the party, you know?”
If customers don’t pick a 
song for themselves, Powell 
By Audrey White
Daily Texan Staff
Inspired by the tactical swift-
ness and heavy-handed ruling 
style of Soviet leaders, philoso-
phy senior Aaron Walther and 
rhetoric junior Lara Grant said 
they are certain their plan of be-
coming “supreme student lead-
er” and “vice leader” so they 
can “grease the machine” will 
be fulfilled in the upcoming Stu-
dent Government elections.
“It really matters not why you 
vote; your vote will not count,” 
Walther said, his fake Russian 
accent even thicker than his 
mustache. “But the masses like 
to feel like they have power, so 
vote for me to feel like you were 
demonstrating influence on next 
student leader.”
This is the second year in a 
row that the Texas Travesty, a 
satirical campus publication, 
has sponsored candidates for of-
fice. In 2009, chemistry senior 
Zak Kinnaird and biology se-
nior Abbie Cheney ran a cam-
paign with the self-stated goal 
of building their resumes. The 
alliance earned 8 percent of the 
vote, nearly causing a run-off 
between the winning alliance, 
Liam O’Rourke and Shara Ma, 
and runners-up Philip Tau and 
Sarah Stearns.
Liberal arts Rep. John Lawler 
said that whether Walther, who 
is using a wheelchair during 
the campaign, is actually a para-
plegic Russian is not the point. 
The campaign keeps SG elec-
tions from becoming overly se-
rious while drawing attention 
By Shamoyita DasGupta
Daily Texan Staff
Despite standing to lose up to 
$100,000, the University’s Texas 
Performing Arts will showcase 
one of its Broadway productions 
at the Long Center for Perform-
ing Arts.
The University is working with 
Broadway Across America to 
bring a five-show season to the 
Bass Concert Hall. This partner-
ship will allow the University to 
share one of its subscription titles 
with the Long Center, said Kathy 
Panoff, director and associate 
dean of Texas Performing Arts.
“There will still be a five-show 
subscription season,” Panoff said. 
“Four of the titles will be at Bass 
[Concert] Hall, and one will be at 
the Long Center.”
She said the benefits of the 
new partnership outweigh the 
one-time hit to the organization’s 
budget.
“I think that we, as the big guy 
in town at the 40 Acres, have a 
moral responsibility to be a lead-
er in this area of strategic allianc-
es with other arts organizations,” 
Panoff said.
About 60 percent of Texas Per-
forming Arts’ budget comes from 
ticket sales and state funding, and 
the rest is from donations. 
Though the Long Center has 
been a significant venue for the 
fine arts in the Austin area for 
many years, it often caters to 
more local fine arts performers, 
such as Austin Symphony Or-
chestra, Austin Lyric Opera and 
Ballet Austin. The center only of-
fered two Broadway shows this 
season, one in October and one 
in November.
“Considering the size of the 
Austin market, it seemed to us to 
make a lot more sense to consid-
er collaborating for the presenta-
tion of Broadway shows in Aus-
tin rather than offering two com-
peting series,” said Paul Beu-
tel, the managing director of the 
Long Center.
Texas Performing Arts will 
bring more recent Broadway 
productions to Bass Concert 
Hall and send older shows to 
the Long Center.
“We’re going to choose the 
THEATER  continues on page 9
KARAOKE  continues on page 2
CAMPAIGN  continues on page 2
Chris Kosho | Daily Texan Staff 
The Long Center, located just south of Lady Bird Lake, is part of 
a new partnership with Texas Performing Arts that will bring a 
Broadway show to the center.
DTWEEKEND
Pop bottles in +21 style
By Alex Geiser
Daily Texan Staff
Though multiple polls show 
Gov. Rick Perry leading in the Re-
publican primary, there is still some 
disparity about whether he will be 
able to avoid a runoff election with 
Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison.
If neither candidate receives 50 
percent of the vote on March 2, 
they will be pushed into a runoff 
election, which would extend the 
race another five weeks.
Three polls released this week 
show Perry leading, followed by 
Hutchison, with Tea Party activist 
Debra Medina in third place.
The Rasmussen Reports’ poll, re-
leased Tuesday, shows Perry at 48 
percent, Hutchison at 27 percent 
and Medina at 16 percent. Unde-
cided voters make up 9 percent of 
respondents. Rasmussen’s results 
came from a statewide telephone 
survey of 500 likely Republican pri-
mary voters on Tuesday.
Austin news station KXAN re-
leased a poll Tuesday that also 
shows Perry with a substantial lead 
on Hutchison — 44 percent to 30 
percent. Medina trailed at 14 per-
cent, and 12 percent of respondents 
were undecided. Seven hundred 
and twenty registered voters who 
intend to vote in the Republican 
primary were interviewed from 
Feb. 19-21 in the poll conducted by 
Constituent Dynamics, a Seattle-
based independent polling firm.
Another poll from Public Policy 
Polling has Perry ahead, but not by 
enough to avoid a runoff. It shows 
Perry with 40 percent, Hutchison 
following with 31 percent and Me-
dina in third with 20 percent. Un-
decided voters accounted for 9 
Texas Travesty sponsors 
candidates who emulate 
former Soviet leaders
ELECTIONS  continues on page 2
By Gerald Rich
Daily Texan Staff
Sexy nurses, The Ransom Notes 
and sparkling grape juice helped 
kick off the first-ever Texas Traves-
ty and TSTV-hosted Student Gov-
ernment Presidential Master De-
bate on Wednesday night in San Ja-
cinto’s multipurpose room.
The Texas Travesty is a satirical 
campus publication and TSTV is 
the student-operated television sta-
tion.
Pre-law and chemistry senior 
Zak Kinnaird said he hoped the 
candidates relax with the humor-
ous tone and show more of their 
natural personalities. Kinnaird ran 
in last year’s SG election as the 
Travesty candidate, placing third 
with 8 percent of the vote.
“SG traditionally has had a bad 
rap on campus, and them asso-
ciating themselves with humor 
or anything that gets them out 
of their shell is good,” Kinnaird 
said. “As a student [representa-
tive] they try to be important and 
official and make important de-
cisions, but they don’t have that 
much power. It’s a paradox of 
having very little and also much 
more than the average student.”
Throughout the night, Traves-
ty editor Matt Ingebreteson and 
local Austin comedians Ramin 
Nazer and Chris Trew judged the 
event and docked points for idio-
syncrasies, like presidential candi-
date Scott Parks’ “hat hair.” TSTV 
cameras also continuously filmed 
the candidates rear-ends. Kinnaird 
said videographers would “cut to 
the butt cam” whenever the candi-
dates speeches got too dry.
“I’m all about not having jour-
nalistic integrity at this debate,” 
Kinnaird said. “I just want it to be a 
good time. Honestly, I really don’t 
care if it influences any of the vot-
ers. But if you want to get away 
from a popularity contest, even if 
you have to do it through a butt-
cam debate, then that could hap-
pen I guess.”
The debate also included several 
interruptions by an image of Pres-
ident William Powers Jr., whose 
mouth had been replaced by an-
other person’s speaking. Student-
posed questions such as “How 
much do 10 chicken nuggets cost 
at Wendy’s?” and a “trayless” race 
where vice presidential candidates 
had to run while carrying two 
plates, a drink and some form of 
DEBATE  continues on page 2
1A1




(keg) softball deathmatch. boys vs. girls.
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The Texan strives to present all infor-
mation fairly, accurately and complete-
ly. If we have made an error, let us know 
about it. Call (512) 232-2217 or e-mail 
managingeditor@dailytexanonline.com.
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Date Polled Feb. 23 Feb. 19-21 Feb. 19-21
Sample Size 500 400 720
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Perry 48% 40% 44%
Hutchison 27% 31% 30%
Medina 16% 20% 14%
Undecided 9% 9% 12%
ELECTIONS: Perry currently leads in pollsKARAOKE: Riders sing a variety of 
tunes across city
to real problems within SG in 
a comedic way that students 
can appreciate. Lawler said al-
though he is a member of SG, 
he also sympathizes with the 
disdain many students feel for 
the organization, something 
Walther’s campaign expresses.
“He’s not a joke candidate,” 
Lawler said. “There is a pur-
pose behind them running, 
although it might not be to 
win. Aaron’s campaign points 
out that although our student 
leaders aren’t gouging out the 
student body’s eyes, they also 
aren’t representing the stu-
dent body’s wishes.”
The campaign also wants to 
address the hypocritical na-
ture of many student organi-
zations that bombard students 
with information but don’t 
give them the resources or in-
centive to take action, said the 
campaign’s Manager of Pro-
paganda Luis Flores, an eco-
nomics and sociology senior.
“Most student organizations 
like SG have a bullshit aspect 
in them,” Flores said. “Aar-
on and Lara attract the people 
who are tired of that. I will vote 
for Aaron because voting for 
him makes it harder for others 
to win and because I’m indif-
ferent about my vote. I might 
as well vote for someone that 
is honest in their intentions.”
If elected, the alliance said 
they will plant fruit trees 
around campus to increase 
student health, require all 
male students to grow mus-
taches and occasionally dis-
tribute free slushies because 
“a happy student body is one 
in which slushie sits in tum-
my,” Walther said. They also 
intend to close all SG meet-
ings to the public, eliminate 
the Senate of College Coun-
cils and shut out all student 
input.
“There will be a box in 
which student can put com-
plaints about University,” 
Walther said. “The box will be 
thrown onto top of Tower and 
read by someone, I am sure, 
but not us.”
Behind Walther ’s wheel-
chair and Grant’s silent, stern 
persona, there is a real ele-
ment of passion for student is-
sues, student voice and a de-
sire to call out SG for not be-
ing connected to the student 
body, Lawler said.
“Go into the streets and see 
impoverished student, see 
the glint in their eye  — that 
is our campaign,” Walther 
said. “See greasy food in 
Jester City Limits and stu-
dent becoming sick from the 
grease  — that is our cam-
paign. The cries of the weak 
and the hopes of the wicked 
are not our campaign.”
tries to read their mindset and 
pick something appropriate. Of 
course, whether they sing along 
depends on the circumstances.
“Everyone’s likely to sing 
along if they’ve had a few in 
them,” he said. “Of course, so-
rority girls tend to sing along 
whether they’re drunk or not.”
He drives “religiously” ev-
ery Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday night — the days he says 
he can’t afford not to work. On 
those days, about 40 percent 
of his customers come to him 
through word of mouth.
Business finance senior Bry-
an Pope caught a ride from 
The Land Yacht after his car ’s 
t r a n s m i s s i o n  b ro k e  d o w n 
Wednesday.
“This is a little bit more than I 
expected,” Pope said.
During a short ride home, he 
set the playlist to Lyle Lovett’s 
“Friend of a Devil” and dis-
cussed his car troubles with 
Powell. Powell said driving a 
cab allows him to get a pulse 
of what people in the city are 
thinking and feeling. Riders 
will unload thoughts or feelings 
that they wouldn’t tell some-
body they know.
“I love turning somebody’s 
mood around like that,” he 
said. “I could have [gotten] him 
to vent for 10 minutes on [the 
car troubles] if I wanted to.”
Powell has had some riders 
react to the music in more un-
expected ways. When driving 
an elderly couple on one occa-
sion, Powell played “Unforget-
table” by Nat King Cole and 
Natalie Cole. The man asked 
him to pull over for a minute 
so he and his wife could dance 
on the sidewalk while the song 
played.
“Apparently, that was their 
song back in the day,” Powell 
said.
DEBATE: Candidates partake 
in banter during discussion 
CAMPAIGN: SG candidates 
put comical spin on issues
Because of a reporting error, 
some comments were incorrectly 
attributed in Tuesday’s page 
one story about the Student 
Government debate. Presidential 
candidate Minator Azemi said he 
would support domestic partner 
benefits for UT faculty and staff 
and insurance opportunities for 
UT graduate students. In the same 
story, a quote about mobilizing 
students that was attributed to 
presidential candidate Austin 
Talbert should have been 
attributed to Azemi. The story also 
misstated the major of Talbert’s 
vice presidential candidate, Joe 
Zimowski, who is a general geology 
junior. 
The Texan regrets the error. 
CORRECTION
percent of those polled. The orga-
nization surveyed 400 likely Re-
publican primary voters by phone 
from Friday to Sunday.
Although the three polls 
show different numbers, associ-
ate journalism professor Paula 
Poindexter said all three should 
be trusted because of their 
sound methodology.
Poindexter said choosing 
from random or scientific sam-
ples of likely voters is the most 
trusted selection method, and 
all three polls probably did this, 
even though Rasmussen was the 
only one to explicitly report their 
methodology. She said including 
a margin of error, which all three 
did, is necessary for correct inter-
pretation of a poll. 
Perry leads by at least 8 per-
centage points in the Rasmussen 
and KXAN polls. The Public Pol-
icy Poll’s margin of error, howev-
er, shows Perry could be as low 
as 35.1 percent and Hutchison 
could be as high as 35.9 percent.
Daron Shaw, government pro-
fessor and polling director of the 
Texas Politics Project, said de-
spite Perry’s lead, he and Hutchi-
son will likely face a runoff due 
to Medina’s presence.
“With a third-party candidate 
drawing close to 20 percent, it’s 
very difficult for a competitive 
two-way race to end without a 
runoff,” Shaw said.
Dean Debnam, president of 
Public Policy Polling, agreed a 
runoff is potentially dangerous 
for Republicans, giving each can-
didate more time to cast the oth-
er in a negative light.
“If Hutchison and Perry beat 
up on each other, they are going 
to make the Democrat look bet-
ter,” Debnam said.
Another survey conducted 
by Public Policy Polling asked 
voters who they would choose 
in a runoff between Perry and 
Hutchison. Fifty-two percent re-
sponded they would choose Per-
ry, 35 percent said Hutchison and 
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Kinnaird asked a number of 
serious questions about current 
campus issues like financial solu-
tions to the budget deficit, ways 
to enforce rules over SG and the 
phasing out of the Cactus Cafe.
Vice presidential candidate 
Joe Zimoski, Austin Talbert’s 
running mate, strongly support-
ed more awareness of the uses 
of the University’s budget.
However, as the night wore 
on, the audience saw much 
more humor than intelligent de-
bate between the four executive 
alliances. At one point, presiden-
tial candidate and government 
and communications study se-
nior Minator Azemi facetious-
ly alluded to a common accu-
sation that his and Parks’ cam-
paigns have the same platform 
with different logos.
“A lot of people have said 
that we have similar platforms, 
and that’s because we sat down 
and wrote them together,” Aze-
mi said.
After Azemi’s joking remark, 
Kinnaird’s tone changed and 
he fired back two pointed ques-
tions to Azemi and Parks. He 
questioned Azemi for his self-ac-
knowledged lack of information 
before voting on the DREAM 
Act, which concerns college ad-
missions for children of illegal 
immigrants, and Parks for co-
writing the Green Fund resolu-
tion, which will be a referendum 
on next week’s general election. 
If passed, future UT students 
who would not have a say in 
the decision, will pay $5 each se-
mester in their tuition for envi-
ronmental initiatives.
The judges named Zimoski 
the winner, although they did 
not give specific reasoning. Af-
terward, Kinnaird stood amid 
strewn confetti while receiving 
birthday wishes. Kinnaird had 
to cut a number of challenges 
and videos, bringing the eve-
ning to a pre-mature close due 
to time constraints, he said.
Kinnaird admitted after the 
debate that he felt like candidates 
did not completely distinguish 
themselves from one another, 








2009-2010 TSTV Station Manager 
2010 Cactus Yearbook Editor
2009-2010 Texas Travesty Editor
 
DEADLINE
Noon, Friday, March 13, 2009
2010-2011 TSTV Station Manager
2010-2011 KVRX Station Manager
2010-2011 Texas Travesty Editor
The TSM Board of Operating Trustees will interview 
applicants and appoint Station Managers for KVRX 
and TSTV and an Editor for the Texas Travesty at 
2 p.m. on March 26, 2010 in GRE 1.104, 
2101 Speedway, Austin, Texas 78712
DEADLINE:




“Careers in the Health Professions”
Welch 2.224
2:00-3:00pm
– Open to all UT Students –
Friday, February 26th 
speakers:
Reuben Tover MD, Internal Medicine
Randy Eckert MD, Pathology
Aravind Sankar MD, General Surgery
Refreshments Provided
THE DAILY TEXAN
WORLD&NATIONWire Editor: Keith Gardnerwww.dailytexanonline.com Thursday, February 25, 20103
Toyota CEO faces lawmakers, 
apologizes for dangerous flaws
WASHINGTON — Japa-
nese formality meets freewheel-
ing Washington as the mysteri-
ous scion of the Toyota empire 
apologizes before a House com-
mittee investigating deadly flaws 
that sparked the recall of 8.5 mil-
lion cars.
Akio Toyoda, the automaker’s 
53-year-old chief executive, says the 
company grew too fast to keep up 
with safety controls.
“We pursued growth over the 
speed at which we were able to 
develop our people and our orga-
nization,” Toyoda said in testimo-
ny prepared for delivery Wednes-
day. “I regret that this has result-
ed in the safety issues described 
in the recalls we face today, and I 
am deeply sorry for any accidents 
that Toyota drivers have experi-
enced.”
An apology won’t be enough 
for the feisty panel of lawmakers 
on the House Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform Committee in a 
year in which every one faces re-
election. Nor will any culture gap; 
Japanese CEOs typically serve 
symbolic roles akin to figureheads 
without much power to control 
operations.
Gunman tackled by teacher    
at suburban middle school
LITTLETON, Colo. — Math 
teacher David Benke says he had 
no time to fear for his life when 
he tackled a man he said was pre-
paring to reload a rifle to shoot 
students at a Colorado middle 
school who were heading home 
for the day.
And Benke doesn’t consid-
er himself a hero for stopping the 
32-year-old accused of wounding 
two students Tuesday at the Lit-
tleton school that’s just miles from 
Columbine High School, the site of 
one of the nation’s deadliest school 
shootings.
“You know, it bugs me that he 
got another round off,” Benke said 
of the two shots that authorities say 
Bruco Strongeagle Eastwood fired.
On Tuesday, Jefferson Coun-
ty Sheriff Ted Mink praised Benke, 
calling him a hero. Benke, the father 
of 7-year-old twins and a 13-year-
old girl, fought back tears after 
Mink thanked him.
Compiled from Associated Press reports
www.dailytexanonline.com
Red Huber | Associated Press
Killer whales swim in tanks at the SeaWorld park in Orlando, Fla. on Wednesday. Earlier in the day, an orca killed a trainer who slipped or fell 
in its tank in front of an audience.






MILAN — An Italian judge on 
Wednesday held three Google ex-
ecutives criminally responsible 
for an online video of an autistic 
teenager being bullied — a verdict 
that raises concerns that the Inter-
net giant, and others like it, may 
be forced to police their content in 
Italy, and even beyond.
The reaction to the verdict in the 
United States was swift and near-
ly unanimous in its condemnation 
of a dangerous precedent experts 
said threatens the principle of a 
free and open Internet.
However, Milan Prosecutor Al-
fredo Robledo reflected a Euro-
pean concern with privacy when 
he expressed satisfaction with a 
decision he said protected a fun-
damental right, putting the inter-
ests of an individual before those 
of a business.
“This is the big principal af-
firmed by this verdict,” Roble-
do said. “It is fundamental, be-
cause a person’s identity is a pri-
mary good.”
The charges stemmed from a 
complaint by Vivi Down, an advo-
cacy group for people with Down 
syndrome that was named in the 
2006 video posted on Google Vid-
eo, a video-sharing service Google 
ran before acquiring YouTube lat-
er that year.
The footage showed an autis-
tic student in Turin being pushed, 
pummeled with objects, includ-
ing a pack of tissues, and insult-
ed by classmates, who called him 
a “mongoloid.”
The prosecutor’s case empha-
sized that the video had been 
viewed 5,500 times over the two 
months it was online had more 
than 80 comments.
Google argued that it was un-
aware of the material and acted 
swiftly to remove it after being 
notified by authorities, taking the 
video down within two hours.
Those convicted of violating It-
aly’s privacy laws were Google’s 
global privacy counsel Peter 
Fleischer, its senior vice presi-
dent and chief legal officer Da-
vid Drummond and retired chief 
financial officer George Reyes. 
They were given six-month sus-
pended sentences.
They were absolved of def-
amation charges, along with a 
fourth defendant, London-based 
senior product marketing man-
ager Arvind Desikan, who was 
charged only with defamation. All 
were charged in absentia and de-
nied wrongdoing.
Google called the decision “as-
tonishing,” saying it “attacks the 
very principles of freedom on 
which the Internet is built.”
“The judge has decided I’m pri-
marily responsible for the actions 
of some teenagers who uploaded 
a reprehensible video to Google 
video,” Fleischer said.
Associated Press
In this video image, Judge Oscar Magi, left, flanked by an unidentified 





ORLANDO, Fla. — A killer 
whale attacked and killed a train-
er in front of a horrified audience 
at a SeaWorld show Wednesday, 
with witnesses saying the animal 
involved in two previous deaths 
dragged the trainer under and 
thrashed her around violently.
Audience members were hus-
tled out of the stadium, and the 
park was immediately closed.
Ve t e r a n  t r a i n e r  D a w n 
Brancheau, 40, was one of the 
park’s most experienced. It 
wasn’t clear if she drowned or 
died from the thrashing.
SeaWorld spokesman Fred 
Jacobs confirmed the whale 
was Tilikum, one of three or-
cas blamed for killing a train-
er who lost her balance and 
fell in the pool with them in 
1991 at Sealand of the Pacific 
in Victoria, British Columbia.
Tilikum was also involved 
in a 1999 death, when the body 
of a man who had sneaked by 
Orlando SeaWorld security 
was found draped over him. The 
man either jumped, fell or was 
pulled into the frigid water and 
died of hypothermia, though he 
was also bruised and scratched 
by Tilikum.
A retired couple from Michi-
gan said that Wednesday’s kill-
ing happened as a noontime 
show was winding down.
Eldon Skaggs ,  72 ,  sa id 
Brancheau was on a platform 
with the whale and was massag-
ing it. He said the interaction ap-
peared leisurely and informal.
Then, Skaggs said, the whale 
“pulled her under and started 
swimming around with her.”
Skaggs said an alarm sounded 
and staff rushed the audience out 
of the stadium as workers scram-
bled around with nets.
Others who attended the earli-
er show said the whale was be-
having like an ornery child.
The couple didn’t find out un-
til later that the trainer had died.
“We were just a little bit 
stunned,” said Skaggs’ wife, Sue 
Nichols, 67.
Another audience member, 
Victoria Biniak, told WKMG-TV 
the whale “took off really fast in 
the tank, and then he came back, 
shot up in the air, grabbed the 
trainer by the waist and started 
thrashing around, and one of her 
shoes flew off.”
But Jim Solomons of the Orlan-
do County Sheriff’s Office said 
Brancheau slipped or fell into the 
whale’s tank, which seemed to 
contradict Biniak’s description.
Authorities provided few im-
mediate details. SeaWorld in San 
Diego also suspended its killer 
whale show. It is not clear if the 
killer whale show has been sus-
pended at SeaWorld’s San Anto-
nio location, which is closed un-
til the weekend.
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Opinions in The Daily Texan are 
not necessarily those of the UT ad-
ministration, the Board of Regents 
or the Texas Student Media Board of 
Operating Trustees. 
Columns must be between 200 
and 700 words. Send columns to edi-
tor@dailytexanonline.com. The Texan 
reserves the right to edit all columns 
for clarity and liability.
SUBMIT A COLUMN
THE FIRING LINE
The Daily Texan editor-in-chief is elected by students every 
year in order to ensure that UT students get the newspaper they 
want and an editorial board that represents their interests. 
This year, two candidates are vying for the position: Bobby 
Cervantes and Lauren Winchester. The editorial board will not 
be making an endorsement in this election. 
Please pay careful attention to these campaigns. The leader 
you select will control the content of this page and lend signifi-
cant direction to the newspaper as a whole. 
Today we are running editorials by both candidates, who are 
responding to this prompt:
This year, UT is facing a flat budget. In the face of budget con-
straints, President William Powers Jr. has decided to cut spend-
ing across the University in order to put the money saved in that 
manner toward recruiting and retaining top faculty. Is that the 
proper path for the University to follow? Why or why not?
 Candidates wrote, edited and gave headlines to their own col-
umns (we did very minimal copy editing). 
Both candidates have served on the editorial board this year, 
and their writing is available online at dailytexanonline.com. Vot-
ing will be held March 2 and 3 at utsg.org.
By Bobby Cervantes
Editor Candidate
The race for editor
The University of Texas is a school famous 
for its traditions, its history and — as the fu-
ror over Mack Brown’s $2 million salary in-
crease illustrates — its athletic program. But 
the thing that makes the University truly 
great is the high quality of education offered 
to every student, especially considering the 
relatively affordable, though steadily increas-
ing, cost of tuition.
But even UT has not es-
caped the recession un-
weathered. Facing a flat 
budget, President William 
Powers Jr. has prioritized 
retaining and recruiting 
faculty members and pro-
posed spending cuts that 
would have the least im-
pact on academics. 
Powers should continu-
ally strive to keep UT a re-
spected academic institu-
tion but always remember 
that it should, as a public 
university, remain accessi-
ble to the brightest minds 
Texas can produce. Ulti-
mately, the best service UT 
can offer students is an ex-
cellent education.
Nevertheless, the budget cuts facing the 
University are both regrettable and contro-
versial. Staff positions have been reduced 
while pay and hiring have been frozen. De-
partments like the Information Technology 
Services and the vice president’s office have 
been restructured and downsized to save 
money. 
The College of Liberal Arts is scrambling to 
reduce its budget by millions of dollars, which 
will inevitably affect education through the 
elimination of non-tenure track faculty.
The best way for UT to handle this difficult 
situation is through an equitable distribution 
of cuts: Costs need to be skimmed from the 
top as well as the bottom. Not only is this sys-
tem fair, but cuts made across the board will 
help lessen the burden on individual colleg-
es and, consequently, reduce the overall aca-
demic impact on the University. 
Re-evaluating the office of the vice presi-
dent is a good start, but considering the Byz-
antine bureaucracy of UT, 
there needs to be a closer 
look at administrative over-
head, including the offices 
of provosts and deans. 
Furthermore, many top 
administrators rake in six 
figures, and while their sala-
ries have been frozen, in the 
face of staff layoffs, facul-
ty hiring freezes and a pro-
posed tuition increase, a pay 
reduction for the highest-
paid employees should not 
be off the negotiating table.
UT should also re-evalu-
ate its capital expenditures, 
including the construction of 
the $100 million College of 
Liberal Arts building. Space 
is tight at UT, but many have 
pointed out that the building 
will come at the expense of eliminated lecture 
positions. If nothing else, a frank discussion 
with input from relevant parties would help 
establish a clear set of priorities. 
Above all, the budget-cutting process 
should be open and conducted with input 
from staff, faculty and students — and all 
with the goal of keeping UT a world-class ac-
ademic institution.
Winchester is an English and liberal arts honors junior.  
There is arguably no job more important to a uni-
versity than attracting the best faculty to its campus. 
After months of speculation and across-the-board 
hiring freezes and terminations last fall and summer, 
UT was already between a rock and hard place. 
So when Gov. Rick Perry requested on Jan. 15 that 
most state-funded agencies, including higher ed-
ucation, create plans to cut 5 percent of their bud-
gets that come from taxes, the Uni-
versity’s decision about where to 
trim the fat was sure to be conten-
tious. More than a month and nu-
merous vocal fights later, UT Pres-
ident William Powers Jr. submit-
ted a proposal totaling about $29 
million in spending cuts. He plans 
now to shift the money saved in 
that manner toward recruiting and 
retaining top faculty.
In a very real sense, everything 
about this University depends on 
who is invited to teach here. For 
a university like UT, which large-
ly operates with a publish-or-per-
ish mentality, the more renowned 
its faculty, the more high-profile 
the University’s research becomes. 
And, right or wrong, that is un-
questionably one of the Universi-
ty’s main goals.
The most obvious reason, and the most important 
to you, is that students at the state’s flagship should 
have access to the best professors and academic pro-
grams the University and the state can offer. But 
that often means competing with schools like the 
University of California, Berkeley and the Universi-
ty of Michigan. As recent hiring battles have shown, 
it sometimes means going head-to-head with Ivy 
League schools, which UT, for all of its tremendous 
resources, simply cannot do with very many posi-
tive results.
Still, flat budgets should not mean limited goals. 
The administration should be commended, at least 
in part, for focusing on an issue that has continu-
ously perplexed this University. Though we all wish 
UT did not have to make such important decisions 
during a rough economic downturn, we understand 
that what we do now — especially when it comes 
to recruiting and retaining top-notch faculty — will 
have profound effects on future generations of UT 
students and their families. 
The administration must keep in mind the oppor-
tunities, however dim they are, 
that this belt-tightening economy 
forces on the University — nota-
bly the much-hyped, yet still un-
realized, gender equity pay issue 
on this campus. 
UT’s leaders can talk about at-
tracting the best professors with 
the money that is saved, but that 
rhetoric means nothing in terms 
of a quality of education for stu-
dents if we are not exposed to a 
true definition of diversity, which 
does not stop at a person’s sex or 
ethnicity.
For now, we can say that the 
administration is taking the right 
course on turning its attention to 
attracting excellent faculty. When 
we emerge from this budget short-
fall, maybe then we can see a bet-
ter university because of the facul-
ty we secured when the going got tough. 
But students will see the effects of the administra-
tion’s decisions when they step foot in the classroom 
and see for the first time who’s teaching them. 
So for posterity’s sake, when UT is faced with 
these difficult decisions again, which it is sure to be, 
our attention must be focused most on how, specifi-
cally, the administration chooses to implement these 
polices.
Cervantes is a journalism and government junior. 
The missing S in ESB
Last Friday, the Election Supervisory 
Board, whose members are appointed to 
enforce Student Government election code, 
met to rule on the first official complaint of 
the two-week campaign period. The viola-
tion, filed by a member of the Minator Aze-
mi and Justin Stein campaign, claimed that 
the Scott Parks and Muneezeh Kabir cam-
paign had violated the SG election code by 
organizing rallies and campaigning as ear-
ly as Dec. 7, a full 72 days before candidates 
are allowed to start campaigning. The accu-
sations also detailed mixers and rallies that 
were attended by an estimated 70-80 peo-
ple. The Parks campaigned defended itself 
by arguing that such actions were gather-
ing a core group of supporters, not solicit-
ing votes. 
The Election Supervisory Board sided 
with the Parks campaign, ruling that their 
actions did not constitute “campaigning,” 
a term the election code defines as any act 
that serves to solicit votes for an elected of-
fice. This ruling comes despite the fact that, 
according to campaign manager and Uni-
versity-wide Rep. James Talarico, the cam-
paign sent e-mails to potential support-
ers regarding rallies, going as far as to en-
courage those potential supporters to bring 
friends along. 
After the ruling, Talarico classified the 
pre-ruling deadlines as “private meetings” 
necessary to building the campaign. How-
ever, those classifications seem to conflict 
with the initial reports of 70-80 students in 
attendance coupled with open invitations to 
bring other potential supporters.
 Apparently, in the eyes of the ESB, ask-
ing potential supporters to bring friends to a 
candidate rally does not constitute a solicita-
tion of their vote. That’s akin to dressing up 
a mannequin in a shop window and claim-
ing it’s not advertising because there’s not a 
“For Sale” sign around its neck.
Perhaps more confusing is the ESB’s rul-
ing that the Parks campaign guilty of a sepa-
rate violation — one count of the illegal dis-
tribution of campaign materials. In the eyes 
of the ESB, while the various rallies and e-
mails discussing the candidates and their 
platforms were not illegal, handing out fli-
ers that did the same were against the rules. 
Somehow, in that time period before the of-
ficial Feb. 17 start date, Parks, Kabir and Ta-
larico managed to distribute campaign ma-
terials for a campaign that did not yet ex-
ist. Someone please alert the physics depart-
ment, as their laws seem to be as inconse-
quential as those governing SG elections.  
Essentially, the ESB knew that the Parks 
campaign was in the wrong but chose not to 
dole out a punishment worthy of the infrac-
tion. Instead, the board slapped the cam-
paign with a $45 fine, equivalent to 5 per-
cent of their campaign budget or about half 
an economics textbook. 
However, the real transgression is not 
a rule violation by a single campaign that, 
win or lose, will not exist in two weeks. It’s 
the inability of SG to effectively police it-
self. The new election code that the ESB was 
appointed to enforce was written this past 
year in response to the student outcry over 
perceived biases in past elections, specifi-
cally last year’s election that both platforms 
had ties to.
Opponents of both campaigns have tried 
to paint the other executive alliance as SG 
“insiders.” Azemi was named in an email by 
former SG president Keshav Rajagopalan, 
while Parks was the campaign manager for 
current SG president Liam O’Rourke who 
also received a similar endorsement. Parks 
is also a member of Tejas Club, the same so-
cial organization as O’Rourke.
The real question is not whether one side 
cheated or not; it’s whether students can 
trust their SG. UT’s SG has been plagued 
by criticisms that it is a self-interested pup-
pet government that serves the administra-
tion, claims that undermine the legitimacy 
of the organization. Those uninformed mus-
ings could not be further from the truth. In 
the past months, changes such as tuition in-
creases and the proposed closing of the Cac-
tus Cafe have come under the watch of ad-
visory boards whose memberships include 
SG appointees. 
You can hardly blame students for not 
trusting SG, especially when they so will-
ingly break their own bylaws before the ink 
can even dry. In the aftermath of the ruling, 
Parks/Kabir campaign manager Talarico 
was quoted as saying that the ruling “clar-
ifies the rules and reflects reality.” Prior to 
the ruling, Talarico explained his view of 
this year’s new election code, saying “it was 
written with the knowledge that each candi-
date, in order to win, will try to push right 
up to the legal parameters.”
It seems that even after last year’s fiasco, 
all the talk from SG reps about transparen-
cy, accountability and authentic concern for 
student welfare continues to be election lip-
service. When given the opportunity last 
Friday to exhibit a spine and follow through 
on a year’s worth of discourse about elec-
tion reform, the ESB was content to main-
tain the SG status quo rather than challenge 
Talarico’s “reality.” Next time you hear a 
candidate tell you that they truly care about 
making your textbooks cheaper, make sure 
you have a grain of salt handy.
Here’s one voter hoping idealism doesn’t 
go down without a fight.
Player is a plan II junior. 
Say goodbye to the Cactus Cafe
The Cactus Cafe is not all about programming and concerts. The cafe is a 
daily cafe in the Texas Union. The Cactus Cafe is used by  UT students, fac-
ulty and staff from every day 11 a.m.-7 p.m. daily. And during peak times, it 
is packed with the UT community.
If the Student Events Center proposal to re-purpose the Cactus Cafe is 
passed by the Texas Union Board, you will lose your daily cafe. The door 
may be open  but upon crossing its threshold, will it be a living and breath-
ing cafe?
There will be no counter staff, no menu, no  coffee, no part-time student 
employes, no background music, no one to answer the phone or questions, 
no staff, no beer and no happy hour.
What about the 10 part-time UT student jobs that will be cut?
In the re-purpose plan for the cafe, only the two full-time positions will 
be reassigned. The 10 part-time UT student positions will be axed forever. 
These student jobs will not be re-purposed or reassigned. They will simply 
dissipate into history, depriving future student generations an opportunity to 
work at the Cactus Cafe. 
If the proposal is passed, it actually does the reverse, ending a long-stand-
ing tradition of the  student-run Cactus Cafe.
The Cactus Cafe has been a student-run cafe for  the last 30 years. The 
Cactus has employed more than 150 part-time UT students during its exis-
tence. Working at the Cactus is an educational experience. Working at the 
cafe helps pay for tuition.  Working at the cafe integrates students into the 
UT community.
What is the economic impact to  the UT community if these part-time jobs 
are lost?
If the proposal is passed on Friday, the Cactus Cafe will soon cease to be a 
running cafe. 
The students, faculty and staff who currently gather at the venue will do 
so without friendly faces to greet them (if the door is not locked or the room 
reserved). If the proposal is passed, say goodbye to your wine and your beer. 
Say goodbye to your part-time student employees. Say goodbye to daily 
tradition. Say goodbye to all of the above. Say goodbye to your daily Cactus 
Cafe. It will be a very sad day.
— George Anderson
In the face of staff 
layoffs, faculty 
hiring freezes 
and a proposed 
tuition increase, a 
pay reduction for 
the highest-paid 
employees should 
not be off the 
negotiating table. 
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The Cactus Yearbook is soliciting 
nominations for their Outstanding Student 
and Cactus Goodfellow Awards.  For your 
convenience, we have placed the 
nomination forms on the Cactus web page:
  http://www.cactusyearbook.com
 All rules and instuctions are included, so all 
you have to do is either print the nomination 
form from our web page or pick up one at the 
William Randolph Hearst Building (HSM), 
25th and Whitis Ave., Room 3.304.  
 
The deadline for nominations is 
February 26th, 
so send us your applications today.  
Please call 471-1084 for more information.
Recognizing 
extraordinary  UT students  





Let’s get fit  
Aer review, college council will vote on proposal of graduation time limit
By Michael Moran
Daily Texan Staff
A bill that would provide millions of 
dollars in scholarships and grants to re-
searchers and students studying cyberse-
curity is making its way through the U.S. 
Congress with bipartisan support.
The Cybersecurity Enhancement Act 
would keep many National Science Foun-
dation cybersecurity research programs 
going. UT’s Department of Computer Sci-
ence, ranked ninth in the nation by U.S. 
News & World Report, would be eligi-
ble for grant money appropriated by the 
act. The University’s Center for Informa-
tion Assurance and Security studies cy-
bersecurity, the detection and prevention 
of unauthorized access to computers, and 
has received funding in the past from the 
National Science Foundation.
If the bill becomes law, the Congres-
sional Budget Office estimates it will cost 
$639 million, about $396 million of which 
will be spent on research over the next 
four years. Graduate and undergraduate 
students interested in studying cyberse-
curity will have access to $108 million in 
scholarships over the next five years.
Bachelor’s and master’s students would 
receive scholarships for up to two years, 
while doctoral students would receive 
funds for three. However, the scholar-
ships do come with strings attached. The 
bill would require scholarship recipients 
to work as cybersecurity professionals for 
federal, state or local governments for a 
time greater than the length of the scholar-
ship. According to the text of the bill, selec-
tion for a scholarship will be based on aca-
demic merit and financial need.
As the Internet becomes a new battle-
field in war, recent concerns have been 
raised that private industries and various 
levels of government in the U.S. should 
do more to prevent malicious cyber at-
tacks on its infrastructure, which William 
Young, a lecturer and researcher in UT’s 
Department of Computer Sciences, said 
are becoming more common. A report 
released last year by the Partnership for 
Public Service concluded that the feder-
al government is unprepared for a large-
scale cyber attack.
“There’s an increasing prevalence of, 
essentially, cyber warfare out there in the 
world,” Young said. “The point of this bill 
and related expenditures is to increase the 
security posture of the United States.”
President Barack Obama announced his 
support for strengthening the security of 
the government’s computer networks last 
year. A bill, sponsored by U.S. Rep. Daniel 
Lipinski, D-Illinois, addresses some of the 
recommendations of a policy report on cy-
bersecurity that the Obama administration 
released in May 2009.
“From now on, our digital infrastruc-
ture, the networks and computers we de-
pend on every day will be treated as they 
should be: as a strategic national asset,” 
Obama said. “We will continue to invest 
in the cutting-edge research and develop-
ment necessary for the innovation and dis-
covery we need to meet the digital chal-
lenges of our time.”
The bill passed in the House of Repre-
sentatives with a vote of 422-5 early this 
month. The bill has been referred to the 
U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Sci-
ence, and Transportation. 
Literary lectures to explore early  
legislation, religious conflicts 
The Texas Institute for Literary & Tex-
tual Studies has invited scholars to pres-
ent three public lectures on English Re-
naissance literature and religious conflicts 
this spring.
James Simpson, an English professor 
at Harvard University, will deliver his 
lecture “Learn to Die: Late Medieval 
English Images Before the Evangelical 
Law” today.
“This lecture will focus on the image in 
the century before the first iconoclastic leg-
islation of 1538 and the 25 years after that 
legislation, up to 1563,” Simpson said.
Julia Reinhard Lupton, an English 
and literature professor at the Univer-
sity of California, Irvine, will speak 
about “Paul and Shakespeare: From Re-
ligious Conflict to Religious Pluralism” 
on March 25.
Nigel Smith, an English professor 
and co-director of the Center for the 
Study of Books and Media at Princeton 
University, will present “Why Heresy Is 
a Good Thing: Milton and the Remak-
ing of Knowledge in the Early Modern 
Period,” on April 29.
“This lecture shows how [the poet 
John Milton] and some of his contem-
poraries remade the boundaries of 
knowledge,” Smith said. “He brought 
together several elements from an-
cient, Renaissance and Reformation 
thought to make a new understand-
ing of religious truth, learning and 
virtue.”
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US bill encourages increased 
interest in Internet security    
By Lena Price
Daily Texan Staff
The Senate of College Councils will 
present its initial response to a report that 
recommends capping the number of se-
mesters students can attend UT at a meet-
ing today.
The Second Task Force on Enrollment 
Strategy, made up of a total of 20 pro-
fessors, alumni, vice presidents, staff 
and students, released a series of pro-
posals last week intended to help im-
prove graduation rates at UT. One of 
the measures includes establishing a 
10-semester limit for students pursuing 
most undergraduate degrees.
Council president Lauren Ratliff said 
members of the senate thoroughly re-
viewed the report and agreed with about 
75 percent of the recommendations. Rat-
liff said the percentage of students at UT 
who graduate in six years is the same as 
the percentage of students who gradu-
ate in four years at many peer institutions 
and that rate needs to be improved.
But before the senate endorses the 
10-semester limit, Ratliff said more ques-
tions need to be answered.
“There are a lot of points in the report 
that are still vague,” Ratliff said. “Our 
main concern is what will happen to stu-
dents who don’t graduate in the 10-se-
mester limit.”
According to the report, the limit would 
only apply to long-session semesters, and 
students could appeal if they had “special 
circumstances.” Ratliff said these circum-
stances were not well defined, and there 
are still unanswered questions about who 
would be eligible to appeal.
In addition to questions about whom 
the limit would affect, Ratliff said the re-
port does not address the fundamental 
reasons why UT’s graduation rate lags 
behind that of other institutions.
“It’s not helpful to impose a rule or 
regulation without addressing the root 
causes,” Ratliff said.
Members of the senate will discuss and 
make changes to its response at today’s 
meeting and will vote on a final resolu-
tion March 11. After the vote, the senate 
will present its final recommendations to 
the task force and University officials.
Charles Roeckle, deputy to the presi-
dent and task force member, said it is still 
too early to take any action on the task 
force’s proposal.
“The senate has asked some good 
questions, and at some point, we will 
have to address them,” Roeckle said, 
“but we are way too early in this pro-
cess to start the analysis.”
The task force was divided into com-
mittees that evaluated different sections 
of enrollment. Roeckle was not on the 
committee that made the recommenda-
tion to set the cap, but he said an exten-
sive amount of research went into writ-
ing the proposal.
“I know the committee evaluated sim-
ilar programs at some of our peer insti-
tutions, but we would need to do more 
to answer the types of questions asked by 
the senate,” he said.
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Chris Kosho | Daily Texan Staff 
Bill White, former mayor of Houston, met with supporters in East Austin at a rally Wednesday evening. White is running in the Democratic pri-
mary against Houston businessman Farouk Shami.
Poll reveals Texans 
believe dinosaurs, 
humans coexisted
Shannon Kintner | Daily Texan Staff
Government professor David Prindle submitted questions of religious 
affiliation and evolution theories to a survey of registered Texas voters 
this month. 
Anti-war group takes a stand outside City Hall Crash victim’s widow files 
lawsuit against wife of pilot
By Pierre Bertrand
Daily Texan Staff
Valerie Hunter explained 
why she is  suing the state 
agency in a written statement 
attached to a lawsuit  f i led 
against the widow of Joe Stack 
and the Travis County Medical 
Examiner’s Office.
Her husband, Vernon Hunt-
er, died when Joe Stack pur-
posefully flew his plane into an 
Internal Revenue Service office 
Feb. 18 in an attempt to express 
his frustrations with the feder-
al agency.
The suit, filed 
electronically on 
Monday at 4:22 
p.m.,  seeks to 
prevent the pub-
lic disclosure of 
the examiner ’s 
autopsy report 
on Vernon Hunt-
er and collect li-
ability insurance 
claims Joe Stack 
may have left 
behind. 
“My family and I are devas-
tated by Vernon’s death,” said 
Valerie Hunter in her statement. 
“This is an extremely difficult 
time for me and my family, and 
the release of the autopsy re-
port to the public will cause me 
and my family severe and irrep-
arable emotional distress.”
Daniel Ross, a lawyer who 
represents  Valer ie  Hunter, 
said the suit partly targets Joe 
Stack’s estate. Texas law re-
quires a defendant be named 
in legal cases, and Sheryl Stack 
was placed on the suit as the 
remaining representative of 
her late husband.  
“The primary purpose of the 
lawsuit was to restrict the re-
lease of the autopsy report of 
Mr. Hunter,” Ross said. “In or-
der to do that, we had to put 
a defendant. This is not some 
vindictive thing. [Valerie Hunt-
er] has a great deal of empathy 
to Mrs. Stack and to all those 
whom [her husband] hurt.”
The night before Joe Stack 
flew his plane into the build-
ing, his wife checked into a ho-
tel. The suit claimed that since 
Sheryl Stack felt threatened by 
her husband, she had the re-
sponsibility to warn others of 
his dangerous intentions. 
“Defendant Stack owed a 
duty to exercise reasonable 
care to avoid a 
foreseeable risk 
of injury to oth-
e r s  i n c l u d i n g 
the  decedent ,” 
the  sui t  reads. 
“ D e f e n d e n t 
Stack breached 
t h a t  d u t y  r e -
s u l t i n g  i n  t h e 
death of Vernon 
Hunter.”
The suit claims 
an unspecif ied 
amount of mon-
ey as compensation and will 
be presided over by Judge Su-
zanne Covington in the 201st 
Judicial District Civil Court.
Sarah Scott,  chief admin-
istrative officer for the Trav-
is County Medical Examiner ’s 
Office, said Vernon Hunter ’s 
report is not available to the 
general public because the re-
port itself is not ready for re-
lease. The medical office also 
received a temporary injunc-
tion because of the pending 
investigation. 
Sheryl Stack announced last 
week she would not comment 
on the incident. 
Suit aims to stop release 
of examiner’s autopsy 
report, collect insurance
Candidate visits with East Austin residents, University Democrats
White makes final plea to voters
By Gabrielle Cloudy
Daily Texan Staff
Six anti-war protesters dis-
played women’s and chil-
dren’s shoes and mock coffins 
in front of Austin City Hall on 
Wednesday to symbolize the 
death of civilians and soldiers 
in the Afghanistan war.
CodePink Austin, a nation-
al women-led peace and social 
justice group created in 2002, 
hosted the vigil. 
“[CodePink] does creative 
actions, holds vigils and ral-
lies, and does street theater ac-
tions to get attention for a par-
ticular cause — usually an-
ti-war action,” event organiz-
er Fran Hanlon said. “We use 
humor and creativity to try to 
make a point that people need 
to get attention to the anti-war 
message.”
A U.S. and an Afghan flag 
covered the  mock coff ins 
while protesters, dressed in all 
black, held signs in the shape 
of tombstones with statistics 
on the deaths that have result-
ed from the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.
“We do these actions and 
vigils to keep [the war] in peo-
ple’s minds,” Hanlon said. 
The Afghanistan war, also 
known as Operation Endur-
ing Freedom, has been an on-
going war that was launched 
Oct. 7, 2001 by former presi-
dent George W. Bush, partly 
in response to the Sept. 11 at-
tacks. 
“The wars in Afghanistan 
are wars of aggression,” Han-
lon said. “CodePink feels war 
should never be an option. It’s 
a responsibility of our presi-
dent and Congress to deploy 
[soldiers] in a manner that’s 
respectful  and only when 
necessary. Our government 
has been irresponsible with 
them.”
According to icasualties.org, 
there have been 4,379 U.S. mil-
itary deaths in Iraq and 1,006 
U.S. military casualties in Af-
ghanistan since 2001. 
Americans have put the Af-
ghanistan war on the back 
burner, said Emily Minter, so-
ciology and chemistry senior 
and treasurer of the Student 
Veterans Association.
“I think people have kind 
of gotten bored of the war. It’s 
been going on so long,” Mint-
er said. “They know it’s there. 
It wasn’t as publicized as [the 
Iraq war]. It got a little bit of 
extra attention when [Pres-
ident Barack] Obama said 
he was sending 30,000 extra 
troops.”
Minter, who recently served 
in the Army in Iraq, said she 
is frustrated by the negative 
publicity of the Iraq war. 
“The general public here, 
even when they are follow-
ing [the war], think they know 
what’s going on more than 
they actually do,” she said. 
“Nobody ever focuses on the 
positive things — the good 
things that we have brought to 
the people of Iraq.”
In December 2009, Obama 
announced that he planned 
to send between 30,000 and 
35,000 troops to Afghani-
stan within the following six 
months.
“We really should not be 
there,” CodePink activist Hei-
di Turpin said. “We have no 
business over there. The ci-
vilian deaths have gone up in 
huge numbers.”
Jim Turpin, Heidi Turpin’s 
husband who i s  involved 
wi th  CodePink,  sa id  peo-
ple should also look at the 
negat ive  economic  e ffec ts 
of war.
“Those hundreds of billions 
of dollars could be spent on 
college education, health care 
and green jobs,” Jim Turpin 
said. “My daughter just grad-
uated from UT, and it cost 
about $60,000. I have to pay 
for that.”
H a n l o n  h o p e s  t o  r a i s e 
awareness of the war and get 
people active.
“Unless you have someone 
in the military, it really doesn’t 
affect us,” Hanlon said. “As 
long as people can pay tax-
es and put gas in their car, 
they don’t tend to think about 
what’s happening on the other 
side of the planet.”
By Collin Eaton
Daily Texan Staff
With less than one week 
left before the March. 2 Dem-
ocratic primary, former Hous-
ton mayor Bill White joined 
a group of his supporters in 
East Austin on Wednesday in 
a final attempt to garner votes. 
Members of the University 
Democrats came wearing Bill 
White for Texas pins, buttons 
and stickers. 
“The Bill White campaign 
geared this event more toward 
East Austin,” said Michael 
Hurta, government senior and 
University Democrats spokes-
man. “It just happens that 
there are students who came 
to show their support.” 
According to a Rasmussen 
poll released Tuesday, GOP 
primary frontrunner Gov. Rick 
Perry leads White 47 percent 
to 41 percent in public opinion 
polls. White is currently lead-
ing the Democratic primaries.
“Six points is not much. It’s 
the statistical margin of error 
in a poll,” said Sherri Green-
berg, a lecturer at the LBJ 
School of Public Affairs. “Bill 
White is going to have to get 
the exposure.”
There is a substantial amount 
of time between the March pri-
mary election day and the No-
vember general election day, 
and while Bill White has not 
yet been making his case to 
the public, he can use that 
time to close the gap between 
himself and his Republican ri-
val, Greenberg said. 
“I don’t think there’s any 
doubt that he’s going to win 
the Democratic primary, but 
once he wins, he will be solely 
focused on winning the gener-
al election,” Greenberg said.
In an effort to engage voters 
before early voting ends on 
Friday, the Bill White for Texas 
campaign held another rally 
in Houston, according to the 
campaign’s Web site.
At the rally in Austin, White 
targeted Perry without men-
tioning Tea Party activist Deb-
ra Medina or U.S. Sen. Kay 
Bailey Hutchison.  He said 
Texas needs a governor who 
treats its citizens with respect 
and who will spend time with 
citizens in East Austin.
“Let me guess: Rick Perry 
does not spend a lot of time in 
East Austin,” White said.
Olga Zuniga, who attend-
ed the rally, said she support-
ed White because it was time 
for the Democrats to be back 
in power in the Texas execu-
tive branch. 
“I think they’re for the peo-
ple,” Zuniga said. “They help 
the regular person.”
In addition to emphasizing 
the need to spend time with 
all Texas voters, White said the 
most important items on his 
agenda are reducing the drop-
out rate and making higher ed-
ucation more accessible to peo-
ple. 
“I know how to bring jobs to 
a community; I’ve done that in 
Houston,” White said. “Politi-
cians don’t create jobs. What 
they can do is position private 
businesses to hire people, and 
that’s where we’ve been fall-
ing behind in Texas.” 
By Collin Eaton
Daily Texan Staff
Nearly a third of registered 
voters in Texas believe humans 
and dinosaurs lived at the same 
time, according to a statewide 
survey conducted by UT and 
The Texas Tribune.
Eight hundred registered vot-
ers across the state were polled 
between Feb. 1-7. The survey in-
cluded questions about religious 
and political persuasions and 
beliefs in evolution.
UT government professor Da-
vid Prindle wrote the survey 
questions. Prindle said he has a 
personal interest in studying the 
politics of evolution.
About 38 percent of respon-
dents said they believed “God 
created human beings pretty 
much in their present form about 
10,000 years ago,” and 51 percent 
disagreed with the statement that 
human beings developed from 
earlier species of animals.
“I wasn’t surprised that so 
many people have no idea about 
the history of humanity and the 
history of life,” Prindle said. 
“But I was surprised at the large 
percentages. I would have pre-
dicted between 10 and 15 per-
cent of the public would have 
said ‘The Flintstones’ is a docu-
mentary, but it turned out to be 
twice that many.”
Prindle said a professor of soci-
ology told him religious denom-
ination, rather than the frequen-
cy of an individual’s church at-
tendance per month, is the deter-
mining factor in belief systems.
Catholics and Baptists made 
up the largest number of re-
spondents at 20 percent each, 
followed by nondenomination-
al Christians at 10 percent and 
Methodists at 6 percent.
John McMullen, senior pastor 
at First United Methodist Church 
in Austin, said he believes there 
are spectrums of belief and dis-
belief in evolution across de-
nominations. McMullen said he 
sees no conflict between the the-
ory of evolution and the biblical 
story of mankind’s creation.
“[The creation story and evo-
lution] are amazingly similar, 
considering how old the sourc-
es are in the Old Testament,” he 
said. “[The creation story] mir-
rored the stages of supposed 
evolution in a lot of ways.”
Integrative biology professor 
David Hillis said he believes a 
contributing factor to the strong 
disbelief in evolution in Texas is 
the state’s science curriculum, 
established by the Texas State 
Board of Education and updat-
ed in March 2009.
“I was one of the expert re-
viewers that [TSBE] hired this 
go-around when they reviewed 
the science curriculum,” Hillis 
said. “Unfortunately, those hir-
ings are appointed by the board 
members of the State Board of 
Education, and they appoint-
ed three scientists and three cre-
ationists.”
Hillis said the poll is a sign 
of ignorance in the Texas public 
school system.
“Education on topics like evo-
lution is so poor in our public 
schools,” he said. “It’s just an-
other reflection of the lack of 
training, lack of exposure and 
lack of information that most 
Texans get.”
Chris Kosho | Daily Texan Staff
Marilyn White, left, holds a sign in front of City Hall as part of a vigil to remember the lives lost in the war 
in Afghanistan. White is a member of CodePink Austin, a woman-led peace and social justice organization.
Activist group gathers 
to protest wars, make 
people aware of conflict
‘‘My family and I are devastated by Vernon’s death.”
 — Valerie Hunter 
Vernon Hunter’s widow
‘‘I don’t think there’s any doubt who’s going to win the Democratic primary, but once he wins, he will be solely focused on winning the general election.”
 — Sherri Greenberg,
LBJ School of Public Affairs lecturer
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Texas beats OSU for second-straight win
TEXAS 69OKLAHOMA STATE 59
Bobby Longoria | Daily Texan Staff 
Senior Dexter Pittman goes up for a rebound in Texas’ win over Oklahoma State on Wednesday night. Pittman had his first dou-
ble-digit scoring effort since an overtime loss to Baylor at home on Jan. 30.
Pittman plays a vital role 
in Texas’ win for first time 
since win over Tarheels
Horns notch their first 
back-to-back wins since 
start starting season
UT blows late lead 
in overtime loss 
at Oklahoma State
Longhorns crush Dallas Baptist
Tough tests await Horns in California
MEN’S BASKETBALL
Ben Woloszyn | Associated Press
Texas’ Ashleigh Fontenette goes up for a basket against Oklahoma 
State in the Horns’ 73-72 overtime loss on Wednesday.
Bobby Longoria | Daily Texan Staff 
Chance Ruffin, who came entered the game in the ninth inning 
in relief to seal Texas’ 7-2 win over Dallas Baptist on Wednesday, 
pitches against New Mexico on Saturday.
SOFTBALL
Bobby Longoria | Daily Texan Staff 
Lexy Bennett waits for a pitch during Texas’ win over Centenary 
College earlier in the season. Bennett will play a vital role for the 
Horns in the Cathedral City Classic, which starts today.
Winter Olympic  
Medal Count
G S B
USA 7 9 12
Germany 7 10 7
Norway 6 6 6
Canada 7 6 2
Korea 5 4 1
Austria 4 3 3
Russian Fed. 3 4 6
France 2 3 5
Switzerland 6 0 2
Sweden 4 2 2
LOSS  continues on page 8
PITTMAN continues on page 8 WIN  continues on page 8
SOFTBALL continues on page 8
DALLAS  continues on page 8
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEXAS 72, OKLAHOMA STATE 73 OT
BASEBALL 
DALLAS BAPTIST 2, TEXAS 7
7 SPTS
SIDELINE
NCAA Men’s Top 25
No. 3 Purdue 59
Minnesota 58
South Florida 49
No. 8 Villanova 74
No. 9 Ohio State 75
Penn State 67
San Diego State 68
No. 11 BYU 82
No. 16 Pittsburgh 53
Notre Dame 68
Dayton 41
No. 18 Temple 49
Oklahoma State 59
No. 21 Texas 69
No. 23 Texas A&M 66
Baylor 70






If you take a look at the most 
recent version of the NCAA soft-
ball rankings, you might notice 
something very interesting: The 
Longhorns are the only unde-
feated team in the rankings. The 
team jumped two spots to No. 
13 in the latest ESPN.com/USA 
Softball poll and six spots to No. 
14 in the USA Today/NFCA 
poll. They have defeated some 
impressive teams also ranked 
in the polls, such as LSU (twice) 
and North Carolina, but neither 
of those wins will mean much 
after Friday. The Longhorns will 
truly be put to the test against 
UCLA (No. 3 ESPN.com, No.5 
USA Today) when they travel to 
California for the Cathedral City 
Classic, a four-day tournament.
The tournament, which 
starts this afternoon, will in-
clude games against Syracuse, 
Oregon State, California-Davis, 
Fresno State (No. 21 ESPN.com, 
No. 19 USA Today) and UCLA. 
The goal of continuing their 
undefeated run may seem dif-
ficult to attain against so many 
accomplished teams, but with 
the way they’ve been playing, 
By Austin Ries
Daily Texan Staff
It wasn’t a save situation for 
Chance Ruffin with a five-run 
lead in the bottom of the ninth, 
but coach Augie Garrido wanted 
him in there anyway. And after 
getting two strikeouts and load-
ing the bases, Ruffin got Dallas 
Baptist centerfielder Ryan Enos 
to pop out to secure the 7-2 win 
for the Horns Wednesday night 
at Disch-Falk Field.
“[Ruffin] needs to continue to 
develop his routine as a closer,” 
Garrido said. “It’s a whole differ-
ent gig, so we have to get him in 
so he can see if he’s ready or not 
because there isn’t much wiggle 
room in the tight games.”
After losing back-to-back 
games to New Mexico last 
weekend, the Texas (2-2) need-
ed a solid performance to get 
back on track before playing 
Stanford this weekend.
Cole Green, who didn’t 
pitch at all in the New Mexi-
co series, pitched five innings 
for Texas, giving up five hits 
and two runs on five strike-
outs and two walks. 
“I felt comfortable, and it 
feels good to get this first start 
Longhorns off to hot start at 
swimming championships 
After Sprint for the Cure in 
Houston earlier this month, Texas 
kicked into high gear to prepare 
for the Big 12 Championships, 
which started yesterday in College 
Station.
No preliminary events were 
held as competitors dove straight 
into their events, beginning with 
the women’s 200-yard medley re-
lay, which Texas dominated.
Texas’ team of Jessica Guro, 
Laura Sogar, Kathleen Hersey and 
Bethany Adams came in first, with 
a time of 1 minute, 38.30 seconds. 
Texas A&M finished in second, 
with Kansas close behind. 
Hersey and teammates Ka-
tie Riefenstahl, Leah Gingrich 
and Karlee Bispo lost to the Ag-
gies by less than half a second in 
the 800-freestyle with a time of 
7:02.10.
The meet will continue today 
with preliminaries in the 500-yard 
freestyle, 200-yard IM, 50-yard free-
style and 1-meter diving, which 
will be followed by the finals.
— Bri Thomas
Texas sweeps first day of Big 12
championships in College Station
Top-ranked Texas began its de-
fense of the swimming and div-
ing Big 12 title with a three-com-
petition sweep on the first day of 
conference-championship action in 
College Station.
Texas edged hosts Texas A&M 
in the 200 medley relay with an 
NCAA qualifying time of 1 min-
ute, 25.02 seconds. Freshman Cole 
Cragin, junior Scott Spann and se-
nior Hill Taylor had the Horns in 
good position, just 19 hundredths 
of a second behind the Aggies 
when Jimmy Feigen took over in 
the last leg to lead Texas to a nar-
row victory over A&M.
Sophomore Drew Livingston 
placed first in the one-meter diving 
competition.
Texas ended the night with an-
other win, this time riding the 
shoulders of seniors Ricky Be-
rens and Dave Walters, junior Scott 
Jostes and sophomore Jackson Wil-




A 14-point lead with 6:27 re-
maining was not enough for the 
Longhorns, who fell to Oklaho-
ma State in overtime 73-72 on 
Wednesday.
Andrea Riley, the nation’s fifth-
highest scorer, scored the final 17 
points in regulation for the Cow-
girls, including a 28-foot three-
pointer with four seconds re-
maining to send the game into 
overtime.
Riley, who finished the game 
with 33 points, was able to do 
whatever she wanted in the fi-
nal six minutes. The Longhorns 
could only watch as shot after 
shot went in.
“We gave them the game,” 
said head coach Gail Goesten-
kors. “We came out focused and 
in control and let Riley take over 
and win the game.”
Key rebounds down the stretch 
by Oklahoma State (19-8, 7-6 Big 12) 
enabled them to get more opportu-
nities — taking 11 more shots and 
allowing Riley to keep scoring. 
When asked what the focus 
would be for the rest of the week 
in practice after Texas’ poor per-
formance on the boards, Goesten-




The final dagger on the boards 
came with 21 seconds remaining, 
when the Cowgirls took one away 
following a rare miss from the free 
throw line by Riley.
Forward Megan Byford end-
ed up with the ball and convert-
ed on one of two from the charity 
stripe to give the Cowgirls an in-
surmountable four-point lead.
For the fourth time this season, 
40 minutes were not enough to 
determine a conference game for 
the Longhorns, who lost their sec-
ond consecutive game after win-
ning six straight.
With an opportunity to move 
back into second place in the Big 12, 
the Longhorns failed to make the 
defensive stops when they need-
By Will Anderson
Daily Texan Staff
As the injured Dogus Bal-
bay watched from the bench, 
Justin Mason and Avery Brad-
ley proved more than able 
to guard the Big 12’s leading 
scorer, James Anderson, as 
they led Texas in a win over 
Oklahoma State 69-59 at home 
Wednesday night.
“I think both of them just 
switching off on me kinda 
wore me down,” Anderson 
said. “I couldn’t really get into 
a rhythm.”
Mason and Bradley held 
Anderson, Oklahoma State’s 
top offensive threat, to just 14 
points. Anderson picked up 
two fouls in the first six min-
utes of the game and finished 
with four. 
“Playing with two ear-
ly fouls kind of frustrated me 
a little,” Anderson said, “be-
cause you can’t be as aggres-
sive as you want to.”
When the two teams played 
in Stillwater on Feb. 1, Ander-
son scored 24 points and put 
on an offensive clinic in the 
first half.
“We did a pretty good job 
on [Anderson],” Mason said. 
“Coming into the game, we 
knew that he hurt us in the first 
half the last time we played. 
We wanted to try to make ev-
ery touch harder.”
Damion James scored a 
game-high 19 points as No. 
21 Texas (22-6, 8-5 Big 12) won 
back-to-back games for the first 
time since starting 17-0 and as-
By Laken Litman
Daily Texan Staff
Wednesday night was proof that 
Dexter Pittman has started his jour-
ney back from a 17-game hiatus.
In No. 21 Texas’ win over Okla-
homa State Wednesday night, se-
nior center Dexter Pittman scored 
16 points — going a perfect 5-for-5 
from the field and 6-for-11 from the 
free throw line — grabbed eight re-
bounds and made three blocks.
“He has got to get the ball more. 
We gotta play off of him and not 
just him, but the bigger guys like 
him, and Gary [Johnson] have got 
to touch the ball more.”
Since North Carolina coach Roy 
Williams said Pittman kicked his 
team’s tailpipe back on Dec. 19 as 
he garnered 23 points and 15 re-
bounds against the Tarheels, Pitt-
man had gone missing.
His spiral began in the Horns’ 
following game against Michigan 
State, where he only scored four 
points and made one rebound in 
12 minutes of play.
Pittman began Wednesday 
night’s game just like he had in 
his most recent games. He was 
subbed out early and ended the 
first half with five points and one 
rebound in only seven minutes on 
the court. 
But in the second half, Pittman 
looked like he was making a trans-
formation into his old self.
“I knew that I put in the work. I 
knew what to do when I got the ball 
tonight, just dunk it or use my skill,” 
Pittman said. “Sometimes I over-
ON THE WEB:
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Horns prepare to take on Owls
Rachel Taylor | Daily Texan Staff 
Senior Dimitar Kutrovsky returns the ball during a match last semester. Kutrovsky will lead Texas in its return 
to Houston to take on Rice. 
MEN’S TENNIS
No. 4 TEXAS at No. 23 RICE
Bobby Longoria| Daily Texan Staff 
Junior guard Jai Lucas looks for a pass in Texas’ 69-59 win over 
the Cowboys on Wednesday. The win over Oklahoma State marks 
Texas’ first win-streak since January.
WIN: Cowboys’ early foul 
troubles help Longhorns
PITTMAN: Senior finally 
scores in double digits
LOSS: Oklahoma State’s Riley scorches Texas’ defense
think the game and think that ev-
erything has to be a dunk.”
Pittman put in a solid 20 
minutes of work as he blocked 
shots and sprinted down the 
court to slam down dunks. Af-
ter the game, Pittman attribut-
ed his redemption to his team-
mates’ efforts. 
“Our guards were knocking 
down shots, and we spread the 
floor on [Oklahoma State],” Pitt-
man said. “They couldn’t come 
down to double me, and if they 
did, it was late. By the time they 
got there, I would either dunk it 
or pass it back out and tell Av-
ery [Bradley] to shoot the ball. 
It was the pace, taking my time 
with the ball.”
Though Pittman was overdue 
to have a breakthrough game, he 
understands how important it is 
for him not to be lax at this point 
of the year.
“We got a lot more to work on, 
and we know that as a team,” 
Pittman said. “It’s that time of 
year now — we have to buck-
le down. We know the tourna-
ments are a new season. We’re 
going to play hard, no doubt.”
cending to the top of the nation-
al polls. Dexter Pittman added 
16 points, and freshman Jordan 
Hamilton finished with 13.
The game was a reappear-
ance of sorts for Pittman, who 
reached double digits in scoring 
for the first time since playing 
Baylor on Jan. 30. He was active 
on defense as well, making three 
blocks and helping out whenev-
er Anderson tried to drive.
“If the guards can’t get back 
off the screens, we have to go 
up there and show,” Pittman 
said. “I’ve got to be the last line 
on defense.”
Oklahoma State (19-8, 7-6) 
fell to seventh in the conference. 
Marshall Moses, starting in lieu 
of the suspended Matt Pilgrim, 
added 10 points and five re-
bounds for the Cowboys, but 
Pilgrim’s absence hurt the ver-
tically challenged Oklahoma 
State line-up. The Horns used 
a definite height advantage to 
outrebound OSU 33-27.
“We just didn’t have much 
resistance around the rim to-
night,” said Oklahoma State 
coach Travis Ford. “I’m disap-
pointed in that.”
Oklahoma State secured an 
early lead that it held for over 
six minutes. But when the Cow-
boys switched to a 1-2-2 zone, 
the Longhorns’ perimeter play-
ers began to pick it apart with 
some accurate shooting.
Texas held the advantage for 
the rest of the half and entered 
the break with a 37-35 lead.
Turnovers limited Oklahoma 
State — the Cowboys finished 
with 16 to just six assists.
“You’re going to lose probably 
10 out of 10 games that you have 
that stat,” Ford said. “In the sec-
ond half, we just didn’t execute 
our offense. We went away from 
what made us successful in the 
first half.”
Jarred Shaw fouled out with 
17:10 left in the game, and three 
other OSU players racked up at 
least four fouls by the end.  
From page 7
SOFTBALL: Offense fueling undefeated start
DALLAS: Green’s season debut a success
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THURSDAY: No. 4 Texas (8-1) at 
No. 24 Rice (5-3)




A REAL WORLD JOB TO JUMP-START 
A REAL WORLD CAREER.
The largest college media agency in the nation, 
Texas Student Media, is looking for a few 
business-minded college students to work as 
Media Sales Consultants HERE ON CAMPUS!
Do you think you have what it takes?
Find Out!
Email us and send your resume to:
jbcorbett@mail.utexas.edu
Or stop by the William Randolph Hearst Building
2500 Whitis Ave. – Rm. 3.210
By Rishi Daulat
Daily Texan Staff
Houston, here they come — 
again.
After the No-4 Texas tennis 
team’s first trip to Houston earlier 
this month ended with a thrilling 
4-3 win over No. 17 Texas A&M, 
the Longhorns will be hoping for a 
successful return to the city when 
they face No. 23 Rice.
New rankings came out this 
week, and Texas singles star Ed 
Corrie was the biggest benefi-
ciary. After his win at the ITA 
Indoor Team Championships 
over USC’s Steve Johnson, the 
top player in the nation, Cor-
rie, jumped from No. 9 to No. 4. 
Senior Dimitar Kutrovsky, who 
plays the top singles spot for the 
Horns, is ranked No. 13 while 
Josh Zavala is at No. 54. 
Daniel Whitehead is Texas’ top-
ranked freshman as he moved up 
to No. 69, despite not playing in 
the ITA Indoors. After missing 
most of the fall individual sea-
son and consequently starting 
the season unranked, junior Kel-
len Damico checks back into the 
rankings at No. 79.
Texas also features four ranked 
doubles teams. Because of their 
incredible play in the ITA Na-
tional Indoors, the dynamic duo 
of Kutrovsky and Zavala rise to 
ITA No. 8 while fantastic fresh-
men Whitehead and Alex Hill-
iard make their first appearance in 
the ITA doubles list at No. 27. For 
the first time since last year, Tex-
as’ second doubles team, Damico 
and Corrie, are back in the dou-
bles rankings at No. 49. Senior Jon 
Wiegand and Bulgarian freshman 
and singles starter Vasko Mladen-
ov are ranked No. 52.
Rice is 5-3 on the season. They 
are led by their two internation-
al star singles players, ITA No. 
16 Bruno Rosa and No. 116 Oscar 
Podlewski. The Owls are coming 
off a 5-2 loss at No. 16 Wake For-
est. Last year, Texas barely beat 
Rice 4-3, so the Texas coaches will 
be expecting a close match.
“Rice has got a really good 
team,” said assistant coach Ricar-
do Rubio. “They didn’t make it 
to the ITA Indoors, but we’ve had 
some real battles with them in 
the past and we are playing them 
away, so it’s going to be a really 
tough match.”
Texas head coach Michael Center 
also knows that Rice’s Rosa is go-
ing to be a tough singles game for 
whoever he matches up against.
“We’ve had so many close match-
es with Rice through the years, and 
we’re expecting the same thing on 
Thursday,” Center said. “They 
have one of the best players in the 
country in Bruno Rosa. Rice will be 
a real challenge for us.”  
The match will be played on 
Thursday at 1 p.m. at Rice’s Jake 
Hess Tennis Stadium.
WHAT: Cathedral City Softball 
Classic




vs. No. 21/19 Fresno State (7-1), 
3 p.m. 
Friday
vs. No. 3/5 UCLA (10-1), 10:30 
p.m. 
Saturday
vs. Syracuse (2-3), 5 p.m. 
vs. UC Davis (6-3), 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday
vs. Oregon State (4-6), 11 a.m. 
ON AIR: TexasSports.com 
and first win out of the way,” 
Green said. “More importantly, 
it’s good for our team after los-
ing two in a row.” 
The Horns also got help from 
the bullpen with Stayton Thomas, 
Andrew McKirahan and Ruffin, 
who held the Patriots scoreless in 
four innings of relief work. 
“I see them out here at prac-
tice and doing well every day,” 
Green said about the Longhorn 
relievers. “They attack the zone 
and do a great job for us.” 
Offensively, the Horns didn’t 
display any dominating presence 
at the plate, but they did man-
age to get timely hits in the third, 
fourth and fifth innings thanks to 
a slew of singles and a big two-run 
RBI double from Kevin Keyes. 
“I didn’t think out-hitting was 
anything Babe Ruth would re-
spond to, but we had some clutch 
hits and drove in some runs with 
two outs,” Garrido said. “We got 
the separation we needed as a re-
sult of timely hits.” 
Texas’ biggest inning was the 
bottom of the third, when the 
Horns got consecutive singles from 
Tant Shepherd and Cameron Rupp 
before Russell Moldenauer walked 
to load the bases. Shepherd scored 
on a ground ball to third from 
Keyes before Dallas Baptist pitcher 
Chris Haney balked to plate Rupp. 
Later in the inning, Kyle Lusson 
drove in younger brother Kevin 
Lusson, and Jordan Etier followed 
with another RBI single bringing 
home Kevin Lusson. 
“Timely hits are more impor-
tant than untimely hits,” Garrido 
said. “If we do that in the second 
game against New Mexico, it’s no 
contest, and if we do it in the third 
game, we win. That’s baseball.”
It was a big win for third-ranked 
Texas, who take on a talented Stan-
ford team this weekend. 
“The more you lose, the tough-
er it is to talk about things that go 
wrong because players start feel-
ing bad and start pressing,” Gar-
rido said. “Winning creates an en-
vironment to improve, and that’s 
what we have to keep doing.”
the Longhorns can’t have much 
to worry about.
“We have been able to play 
with some different lineups, and 
it is not because somebody is 
playing poorly,” head coach Con-
nie Clark said. “It is because we 
have so many options. You love 
to have a solid lineup that an op-
ponent has to worry about all the 
way through the order.”
And Clark isn’t exaggerat-
ing. The Longhorns have already 
racked up incredible offensive 
statistics for the 2010 season. They 
have 18 total home runs, 15 of 
which came in just the last week. 
In 11 games, Texas has produced 
58 runs and allowed only 18. 
Their opponents are hitting only 
.187 against them, largely because 
of the outstanding pitching trio of 
senior Erin Tresselt and freshmen 
Kim Bruins and Blaire Luna.   
Before they had all guns firing, 
the team seemed to be missing 
the production of seasoned play-
ers who, in past seasons, had car-
ried the team offensively. All of 
that changed this past weekend at 
the Mariott Classic in Houston.
“It’s amazing to me that we 
went through the weekend at our 
place,” Clark said, reflecting on 
their first tournament at home, 
“and we didn’t have someone like 
Lexy Bennett and Loryn Johnson 
who, typically through the years, 
are tremendous for us, and they 
finally caught fire.”
Bennett hit three home runs for 
the Longhorns, and Johnson had 
three hits and two RBIs in the game 
against the University of Houston. 
Texas will look for its leadership 
and continue to rely on the confi-
dence of their younger players on 
the big stage this weekend.
ed them most. Texas (19-8, 8-5) was 
outscored 17-5 in the final six min-
utes of overtime by Riley alone.
“I am so disappointed with our 
play down the stretch on Riley,” 
Goestenkors said.
With the late lead, the Long-
horns began playing cautious as 
they let the shot clock wind down 
without getting good opportuni-
ties. Texas took just four shots in 
the final four minutes of regula-
tion as it saw its lead disappear.
The Cowgirls stepped up their 
defense in the final nine minutes 
of regulation, shutting down the 
Longhorns, who did not make a 
field goal in that span.
Oklahoma native Earnesia 
Williams scored 16 points and 
brought down nine rebounds for 
the shorthanded Longhorns in her 
final game in her home state.
With guard Erika Arriaran 
missing her third consecutive 
game, guard Yvonne Anderson 
came off the bench and contrib-
uted a strong offensive perfor-
mance by scoring 11 points.
Forward Kat Nash, who put 
up eight points, finally sur-
passed the 1,000 point plateau.
Brittainey Raven led the way 
in scoring for Texas with 17 
points but only converted four 
of her 13 field goal attempts.
The Longhorns have an op-
portunity to make up ground in 
the Big 12 standings when sec-
ond-place Oklahoma comes to 
Austin on Saturday. 
From page 7
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UT welcomes cancer researcherStudents volunteer 
in one of largest 
community events By Nehal Patel
Daily Texan Staff
Renowned cancer researcher 
John DiGiovanni has recently 
joined the nutritional sciences 
and pharmacy faculty at UT, 
bringing valuable research on 
the link between cancer and 
obesity to the 40 Acres.
DiGiovanni, who came to 
the University in January, has 
received six research grants 
from the National Institutes 
of Health totaling more than 
$1.2 million annually in di-
rect costs.
“Walking in the door, [Di-
Giovanni] greatly increased 
our cancer-related research 
funding,” said Lynn Crismon, 
College of Pharmacy dean. 
“His presence at UT will en-
sure better education for stu-
dents and better research.”
Before coming to UT, Di-
Giovanni was a professor in 
the Department of Carcino-
genesis at UT M.D. Anderson 
Science Park Cancer Research 
Center in Smithville. His ear-
lier research focused on map-
ping genes that are involved 
in controlling susceptibility to 
tumor development and un-
derstanding the mechanisms 
of cancer development.
“UT-Austin is a world-class 
research and educational uni-
versity, so it’s a highly desir-
able place to be,” DiGiovan-
ni said. “It is an excellent op-
portunity to come here to 
study the link between obesi-
ty and cancer and be a part of 
a bigger research group that 
would provide more oppor-
tunities for collaborative re-
search.”
DiGiovanni’s research fo-
cuses on what happens to tis-
sues and cells during cancer 
development and what obe-
sity does to those cells to in-
crease the risk of cancer and 
its progression.
“We’ve been studying how 
the elevation in circulating 
hormones caused by obesi-
ty, particularly insulin-like 
growth factor 1, might lead 
to the increased risk and pro-
gression of cancer,” DiGio-
vanni said. “We’ve found that 
during cancer development 
epithelial cells have altered 
signaling pathways, includ-
ing those activated by IGF-
1, and that obesity increases 
these changes. This hormone 
and its downstream signaling 
pathways could be potential 
targets to offset the effects of 
obesity on cancer develop-
ment and progression.”
Through his research on 
animal models, DiGiovanni 
found that calorie restriction 
is one of the most powerful 
ways to control cancer.
“One of  the best  strate-
gies to prevent cancer may 




DiGiovanni has a joint ap-
pointment in the Department 
of Nutritional Sciences in the 
College of Natural Sciences 
and the College of Pharma-
cy’s Division of Pharmacolo-
gy and Toxicology.
“[DiGiovanni] is an out-
standing cancer researcher, 
and cancer is one of the areas 
we’re looking at developing 
in the Dell Pediatric Research 
Institute,” Crismon said.
D i G i o v a n n i  a n d  s e v e r-
al other nutrition and phar-
macology professors will be 
moving their research labs 
from Painter Hall to the Dell 
Pediatric Research Institute 
next to Dell Children’s Hos-
pital to study how obesity af-
fects health.
“[At the Institute], we will 
have opportunities to collab-
orate with clinicians and re-
searchers from the Dell Chil-
dren’s Hospital,” DiGiovanni 
said. “In addition, we are go-
ing to be equipped with new, 
state-of-the art  equipment 
that will allow us to perform 
cutting-edge research.”
THEATER: Students fear decreased contact with shows’ actors, crews
titles that are going to be the 
most valuable, not only to our 
audiences, but to our faculty and 
students,” Panoff said. “We are 
sharing [productions] with the 
Long Center, but we have right 
of first refusal on the best titles.”
Texas Performing Arts allows 
UT students to participate in 
workshops that are conducted 
when productions arrive in Aus-
tin. The workshops cover such 
areas as theater and dance, and 
professors can bring their classes 
to learn about the more technical 
aspects of production.
Texas Performing Arts provides 
students as many discounted tick-
ets as possible, something that the 
Long Center will also do.
“We work really, really hard 
to make sure that every engage-
ment we have here, not just 
Broadway, has an educational el-
ement,” Panoff said. “It isn’t just 
a student ticket price that’s low-
er, but also [something] that en-
gages students in understanding 
the process.”
The proposed decrease in 
Broadway productions at Bass 
Concert Hall does raise some con-
cerns with UT students who are 
involved with the productions.
“[Students] get the opportunity 
to network,” said Alexandra Lagu-
nas, a theater and dance junior. “I 
think most of the people who go 
are students, so I feel like it would 
be better if we had our five [pro-
ductions] like we usually do.”
Despite these concerns, the 
two organizations are eager to 
begin the partnership.
“We think the University is go-
ing to be a great partner,” Beu-
tel said. “We all see the wisdom 
of working together on this, and 
we hope it can lead to some oth-
er creative partnerships between 
the Long Center and the Univer-
sity in the future.”
By Michael Moran
Daily Texan Staff
About 1,000 UT students have 
signed up to participate in one of 
the largest student-run commu-
nity-service events in the U.S. on 
Saturday.
Project 2010 will be held in 
the northeast Austin neighbor-
hoods of St. John’s and Corona-
do Hills. In addition to picking up 
trash, volunteers 
will be gardening 
and landscaping 
at several parks 
and homes in the 
area and will also 
make repairs to 
n e i g h b o r h o o d 
schools. The proj-
ect includes an in-
formation fair for 
community resi-
dents from 10 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. in the 
Virginia L. Brown 
Recreation Center, where local 
businesses and organizations will 
be offering financial advice and 
family entertainment.
About 90 percent of volunteers 
represent student organizations, 
said Yvonne Fuentes, the assistant 
director of UT’s Volunteer and Ser-
vice Learning Center.
Last year, the project teamed up 
with the Clinton Global Initiative 
University for a two-day event 
held in the Rosewood neighbor-
hood in East Austin. About 1,400 
volunteers showed up for the 
event.
“The bulk of the work last year 
was in painting,” Fuentes said. “We 
painted about 14 resident homes 
and around three businesses.”
A committee of 25 UT students 
plans and runs the project, which 
began in 1999.
Nursing senior Van Thai serves 
as a co-chair of the committee and 
has participated in the event since 
she was a freshman.
“My experience with the project 
has been great,” Thai said. “I love 
participating in the project because 
it is completely 
student-run.”
M o r e  t h a n 
17,000 UT stu-
dents have par-
ticipated in the 
project since it 
began, racking 
up more than 
54,000 hours of 
community ser-




tional Award for Communi-
ty Improvement, which is giv-
en to projects and communities 
that are “delivering more beauti-
ful, cleaner and improved neigh-
borhoods and public spaces,” ac-
cording to the award’s Web site.
At noon, the project will honor 
Ed Bridges, an Austin firefighter 
who died last year from a heart at-
tack. U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett and 
UT Student Government Presi-
dent Liam O’Rourke will speak at 
the ceremony, which will be held 
in the recreation center.
For more information about the 
event, prospective volunteers can 
go to the organization’s Web site 
at utproject.org.
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‘‘I love participating in the project because it is completely student-run.”
 — Van Thai 
nursing senior
Professor will receive 
funds to continue study 
looking at obesity, cancer
Mary Kang | Daily Texan Staff
Cancer researcher John DiGiovanni, who worked on finding the link between cancer and obesity, has 







Need a place to live? I 
have the deals! Stop run-
ning from apartment to 
apartment when I can do 
the work for you. Contact 
Vanessa Drimalas, REAL-






Eff., 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms 
with beautiful furniture, 
A/C. fans, laundry res-
taurants, grocery, UT 
shuttle, parking, gated. 
Hancock Mall, 5 min. to 
campus. Park Plaza and 
Park Court 915-923 E. 
41st. St. 452-6518, Cen-
tury Plaza 4210 Red River 
452-4366, VIP Apts 33rd 




ALL BILLS PAID-ALL SIZE 
APARTMENTS UT shuttle 
and Cap Metro at entry, 
perfect for UT, hospital 
folks, + shopping, restaru-
ants, pool. Offi ce and 
maintenance on site. Extra 
large rooms, great interi-
ors. CALL 512-452-4366 
CENTURY PLAZA APART-
MENTS, 4210 RED RIVER
VIP 
APARTMENTS
Popular 3 bdm., 2 bath, 
2 level apartments. Also 
huge 1 bdm. with double 
bath. Shuttle and Metro, 






Spacious 2br/2ba Apts. 
FREE catv, internet and 
parking. Quiet, Non-
Smoking, No-Pets, W/D 








- E. Oltorf Condo - Need 
Quiet, non-smoking fe-
male student. $500/mo 
furnished - split utilities. 
W/D, HDTV, Cable, In-
ternet, Pool, Bus Stop, 
Gated Community. In-




Large furnished rooms, 4 
blocks from UT-Fall pre-
lease. Private bath, large 
walk-in closet. Fully 
equipped, shared kitch-
en and on-site laundry. 
Central air, DSL, all bills 
paid. Private room from 
$510/mo. Quiet, non-
smoking. For pictures, 
info, apps. visit www.







For Sale by Owner! 
Condo located in the UT 
area. Here is the link to 
the virtual tour: http://
www.studio12austin.
com/2101NLamar1/. 
Roll your mouse over the 
thumbnail photos at the 
bottom to see the “360 
tour” photo of the living 
room and the photo gal-
lery. It is roughly 2000 sq. 
ft. with 3 bedrooms, 2 Ω 
baths. All bedrooms are 
located on second fl oor. 
Only 7 units are in this 
charming complex called 
La Terraza at 2101 N. La-
mar Blvd. 
This condo faces Pease 
Park and is situated just 
north of MLK on Lamar 
Blvd and just south of 
the Caswell Lofts on La-
mar which are sold out. 
Exterior ñ dark green 
and dark red colored 
stucco walls and red tile 
roof. Interior completely 
refurbished in 2007. 
Jen Air appliances, gran-
ite counter tops, maple 
wood fl oors downstairs/
stairs, carpet and ter-
razzo tile upstairs, new 
ceiling fans, new lighting 
fi xtures, new sinks and 
hardware, new front door 
with speakeasy window, 
5 different paint colors 
chosen by one of Aus-
tin’s top interior design-
ers, plantation shutters 
on all windows, glass 
enclosed bath in master 
bedroom, slate porch, 
new AC compressor 
and evaporative heating 
unit. Two parking spaces 
come with this condo. 
Please call for an appoint-
ment. 512-263-5544. 
$485,000. IMPORTANT. 
REALTORS - do not call 
me to get a listing. I am 
selling this as the owner. 
Realtors should only call 
with a bona fi de, quali-
fi ed buyer who is ac-
tively seeking a home to 
purchase.          x ID 2898199
UT CONDO
2004 2BR 2BA, 2 pkg gar. 
W. campus $274,900. 








dos just 1 block north of 
UT! 
Large 2 bed 2.5 bath plus 
study w/ vaulted ceil-
ings, granite counter-
tops, ceramic tile, berber 
carpet, hardwood fl oors, 
and stainless applianc-
es. W/D conn. Big balco-
nies with views of the UT 
football stadium and the 
UT Tower. 1,150 square 
feet. Only $299,000/unit! 
Great investment for 








Female musicians ASAP 






J. H. G. 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICE
Fence Installation & Re-
pairs, Mold & Mildew 
Remediation, Carpentry 
Drywall, Tape & Float, 
Painting, Ceramic Tile, 
Plumbing, Power Wash-







seeking qualifi ed ap-
plicants to work in our 
Austin or San Marcos Call 
Center who are able to 
provide excellent custom-
er service and technical 
support to end users all 
over the US. We offer paid 
training, fl exible schedul-
ing, FT benefi ts, and a re-
laxed atmosphere. Apply 





a lakefront cabin in 
Maine. If you’re looking 
to spend this summer 
outdoors, have fun while 
you work, and make life-
long friends, then look no 
further. Camp Mataponi, 
a residential camp in 
Maine, has female/male 
summertime openings 
for Land Sports, Water-
front (small crafts, skiing, 
life guarding, WSI, boat 
drivers), Ropes Course, 
Tennis, H. B. Riding, Arts 
& Crafts, Theater, Cook-
ing, Gymnastics, Dance, 
Videography, Group 
Leaders & more. On 
Campus Interviews will 
Top salaries plus room/
board & travel provided. 
Call us at 1-561-748-3684 





Ages 18-28 wanted for 
Playgirl type photos/









Get Auto Tag Nos - Tell 
Others About Us - No 






Enthusiastic Will train 
NAustin Fax346 0501 
isabelmendez09@gmail.
com
LONG TERM PART TIME 
HELP Long-term, part-
time help wanted in 
campus area store. 16 
hrs/week, 4pm to 6pm 
Monday to Friday and 







ed in Austin. Flexible hrs, 
great pay $10/hr+!
Must have childcare ref-
erences. Apply online at 
mbfagency.com




No experience necessary. 
Training provided. Age 
18+. 800-965-6520 ext 113
STUDENTPAY-
OUTS.COM
Paid Survey Takers Need-
ed In Austin. 100% FREE 
To Join! Click On Surveys.
EARN EXTRA 
MONEY
Students needed ASAP. 
Earn up to $150 per day 
being a Mystery Shopper. 





Seeks shipping clerks, 
PT/FT. $12+/hr, North 
Austin. Engineering or 
science background 











near UT. Will train. Cre-
ate form documents, as-
sist clients, obtain state 
records, fax, fi le, proof. 
Flexible hours, casual 
dress. PT $11, FT $12-






Walk to UT. Bookkeeping 
tasks, tax-related proj-
ects, clerical. Type 30 
words/min. Accounting 
experience or classes 
a plus. Flex hours, $11 











FileMaker exp. a plus. 
Flexible hours, casual 
dress, small offi ce, ben-
efi ts if long-term. Apply 
online, www.Lawyer-
sAidService.com
790 Part Time 800 General Help Wanted130 Condos-Townhomes
CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING TERMS There are no refunds or credits. In the event of errors made in 
advertisement, notice must be given by 10 am the first day of publication, as the pub-
lishers are responsible for only ONE incorrect insertion. In consideration of The Daily 
Texan’s acceptance of advertising copy for publication, the agency and the advertiser 
will indemnify and save harmless, Texas Student Media and its officers, employees and 
agents against all loss, liability, damage and expense of whatsoever nature arising out of 
the copying, printing or publishing of its advertisement including without limitation rea-
sonable attorney’s fees resulting from claims of suits for libel, violation of right of privacy, 
plagiarism and copyright and trademark infringement. All ad copy  must be approved by 
the newspaper which reserves the right to request changes, reject or properly classify an 
ad. The advertiser, and not the newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the 
ad. Advertising is also subject to credit approval.



























360 Furn. Apts. 870 Medical360 Furn. Apts.
DailyTexanOnline.com
REMEMBER!
you saw it 
in the Texan
All Transportation, 
Announcement, Services & 
Merchandise ads are 50%off 
regular rates and appear online 
at no charge unless you opt for 
enhancements which will incur 
additional nominal charges. 
For more information or 
assistance please call 
Classifi ed Clerk at 512-471-5244 
or email classifi eds@
dailytexanonline.com
RECYCLE




Starting at $199 per RM.
Point South 
& Bridge Hollow 444-7536





















Recently Married? You 
may be eligible to par-
ticipate in a study for 
understanding how cou-
ples adjust to the early 
years of marriage. We 
are looking for couples 
entering their fi rst mar-
riage and who currently 
have no children. Eligible 
couples can receive up 
to $445 for participating! 
Please contact The Aus-
tin Marriage Project at 





No exp. necessary, will 







Start a Mini-Offi ce Outlet 
from home.
Free online training, fl ex-
ible hours.
www.PlaceOfFreedom.com
370 Unf. Apts.370 Unf. Apts.
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to be a Web site  where i t 
is easy to digest upcoming 
shoe information.”  There 
are great sources on forums 
a n d  m e s s a g e  b o a rd s ,  h e 
said, but you had to know 
who was reliable. And be-
cause  everyone  can  con-
tribute to forums, rumors 
and false information com-
bine with true information, 
or the good information be-
comes buried on page 48, 
Halfhill said.
Since its launch, Nicekicks.
com has been the go-to page 
for information on sneaker 
release dates, pricing, avail-
ability, history and, most im-
portantly, a place for sneak-
er enthusiasts to share their 
passion for shoes. Since its 
launch, a lot has changed. 
Nice Kicks has gone to mak-
ing cold calls to shoe com-
panies for details on releas-
es to working directly with 
Nike. The Web site has also 
gone from having a few hun-
dred visitors to about 2 mil-
lion per month.
N o w,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
store, readers are able to get 
their  hands on just  about 
all the exclusive shoes fea-
tured on the Web site, like 
the black and cerulean pair 
of Max LeBron VII that bas-
ketball player LeBron James 
wore on Feb. 14 at the 2010 
NBA All-Star Game in Dal-
las.
The store will carry clas-
sic sneakers like Nike Air 
Force Ones and Nike Blaz-
ers, which are the first-ev-
er basketball shoes. Howev-
er, the store will also have 
ex t reme-s ty led  sneakers , 
including basketball play-
er  Kevin Durant ’s  br ight 
orange 2010 All-Star shoe 
covered entirely with 3M 
Scotchlite Reflective mate-
rials, the same fabric used 
to make life vests and fire-
f i g h t e r  u n i f o r m s .  H a l f -
hill will also have sneakers 
from his personal collec-
tions, such as his Air Max 
97 in all silver.
The average price range 
of  sneakers  i s  $50-$180 , 
b u t  r a re  e x c l u s i v e s  c a n 
cost $300-$800. Included in 
the box with every shoe is 
a card written by the Nice 
Kicks  s taff  on the  back-
ground and the inspiration 
behind each shoe.
Opening a shoe store has 
also been a lifelong dream 
for Halfhill, whose first job 
nine years ago coinciden-
tally was at a retail  shoe 
store in Canada. However, 
working at the shoe store 
was not Halfhill’s defining 
“sneakerhead” moment.
Halfhill  said a sneaker-
head is someone who has 
shoes  on  the i r  bra in  a l l 
the time, remembers peo-
ple for what sneakers they 
are  wear ing  and  reca l l s 
moments in their l i fe ac-
cording to what shoes they 
were wearing at that time 
and place. Halfhill  traces 
his  sneakerhead l i festyle 
back to when he was a kid, 
l iving in  Grenada,  read-
ing East Bay catalogs and 
showing off his black and 
red Air  Jordan XIV Last 
S h o t  t o  h i s  c l a s s m a t e s . 
Sneakers have been a huge 
part of Halfhill’s life — his 
first conversation with his 
wife was about the Nike Air 
Max 97. Now, he wants to 
give his readers a place to 
enjoy the art of sneakers.  
“Honest ly,  when I  f i rs t 
started, I had no idea how 
big it was going to be. If you 
asked me back then to aim 
for the stars, I would have 
never reached it,” Halfhill 
said. “I had no real goal in 
mind for success, but about 
a month in, I thought, boy, 
it would be great to do this 
as a full-time job, and now 
we have a team of 10 be-
tween the Web site and the 






Thank you to our sponsors:
Steve Parker DDS




Listen to 91.7 FM or KVRX.ORG February 15th–26th to 
support the University of Texas & Austin’s ONLY student-
run radio station.
SPORT: Exercise presents challenges to body, mind
Mary Kang | Daily Texan Staff 
History junior Preston Grimes jumps up the wall of Waggener Hall. Grimes has been a Texas Parkour member for almost three years. 
GLBT: Members 
hope to discover 
comfort in group
SHOES: Owner  to showcase more than just cool shoesENTERTAINMENTBRIEFLY
recently added swing dance 
to his repertoire of workouts, 
one that also includes yoga, 
swimming, running and meth-
od natural — a form of exer-
cise using the outdoors. Ev-
ery Thursday since the sum-
mer, he has attended the Texas 
Federation of Women’s Clubs 
to practice the dance.
“I’ve been listening to Lou-
is Armstrong a lot. I like to do 
Louis Armstrong’s voice, ‘Oh 
cheesecake, munching on the 
cheesecake, munching on the 
cheesecake, cheesecake,’” he 
demonstrated after a brief shy 
moment and a nervous laugh.
Grimes said Austin is full of 
treasure troves of flow spots 
where he and fellow traceurs 
utilize the urban landscape as 
their playground, a place to 
have fun as a community of ath-
letes.
“It is not a competition,” he 
said. “It is about building each 
other up. It is about getting con-
nected with the way things used 
to be. People knowing how their 
bodies worked and being more 
connected and in tune with na-
ture. You can really take some-
thing from everybody, no mat-
ter what level they are at.”
Cervantes said. “But they made it 
really difficult for me to stay in.”
Cervantes was not allowed to 
practice with the team at their 7 
a.m. practice. Instead, he was asked 
by the school’s principal to practice 
alone two hours earlier.
“I told the principal that I would 
quit the team because waking up 
at 5 a.m. was too difficult for me,” 
Cervantes said.
He and his father decided not 
to take legal action because they 
feared their case would become 
too public.
Electrical engineering sophomore 
Andre Lozano kept his sexuality se-
cret from his baseball team in high 
school. Stories similar to Cervantes’s 
prevented Lozano from outing him-
self to his teammates.
“I felt like I would have been 
judged and looked at differently if 
they knew,” Lozano said.
The group, with its laid-back 
atmosphere, also attracted stu-
dents that didn’t play sports in 
high school or students that didn’t 
have much experience with sports, 
including a growing number of 
straight allies.
Angelica Perez, the group’s co-
founder and secretary, admitted to 
not being a great athlete but said 
that it doesn’t matter.
“It’s about having fun, doing 
something you normally wouldn’t 
do,” Perez said.
For senior Jaime Salazar, it’s a 
healthy way to let loose.
“This group is not only tolerant 
in regards to sexual orientation,” 
Salazar said. “They are also tolerant 
in terms of athletic performance, so 
you don’t have to fear that compet-
itive atmosphere.”
The group’s founders said they 
are impressed with the organiza-
tion’s start, but with their gradu-
ation in May, they turn to active 
members to keep the organization 
they started alive.
Cervantes said he intends to 
continue his leadership role in the 
organization so that what hap-





Patti LaBelle: Some ‘Idol’ judges 
are too abrasive to contestants
NEW YORK — Patti LaBelle 
thinks some people shouldn’t be on 
“American Idol” — and she’s not 
talking about the contestants.
“Some of the judges, I don’t think 
they’re qualified to even judge,” she 
said in an interview Wednesday.
The veteran R&B diva wouldn’t 
say which judge she thought was 
lacking on the hit Fox show, which 
has Simon Cowell, Randy Jackson, 
Kara DioGuardi and Ellen DeGe-
neres picking America’s top singers. 
LaBelle said she was asked to be a 
judge on the series before Paula Ab-
dul; a rep for the show had no com-
ment on whether she was. LaBelle 
feels like the judges’ comments to 
the contestants are too mean.
“The comments that were made, 
they could make you like wanna 
kill yourself,” the 65-year-old sing-
er said.
Parents seek help to find actor 
who is missing in Canada
VANCOUVER, British Columbia 
— The parents of missing “Growing 
Pains” actor Andrew Koenig issued an 
emotional plea on Wednesday for their 
son to contact them.
Koenig, 41, was visiting friends in 
Vancouver when he went missing 
more than a week ago.
The Venice, Calif., native had a re-
curring role on the 1980s sitcom as 
Boner, a pal of star Kirk Cameron’s 
character, Mike.
“We just want to know you’re 
OK,” a distraught Walter Koenig told 
a news conference, wife Judith at his 
side.
Walter Koenig, best known for play-
ing Pavel Chekov on the original “Star 
Trek” television series, said Wednes-
day his son stopped taking antidepres-
sant medication about a year ago.
“We think he’s probably in a very 
depressed state,” he said.
Vancouver police Constable Tim 
Fanning said there has been no activity 
on Koenig’s cell phone or bank records 
since Feb. 16. 
Compiled from Associated Press reports
‘‘Honestly, when I rst started, I had no idea how big it was going to be.”
 — Matt Halfhill, Nice Kicks founder
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Editor’s Note: This is the sec-
ond in a bi-monthly series looking 
into the lives of students who help 
shape the city of Austin.
By Amber Genuske
Daily Texan Staff
Last Thursday, in an ef-
fort to break free from an 
exerc i se  p la teau ,  h i s to -
ry junior Preston Grimes 
wrapped a vest weighing 
20 pounds around his chest. 
He then proceeded to jump 
and writhe his body in and 
out of a stair ’s metal railing 
outside of Waggener Hall in 
a movement called an un-
derbar. Grimes was practic-
ing the art of movement — 
better known as parkour.
Parkour  i s  a  spor t  in 
which participants, known 
as traceurs, find the fastest 
possible way around obsta-
cles in their path.
“It’s mainly about get-
ting more in tune with your 
body,” Grimes said. “It’s 
doing the same thing over 
and over again. You can do 
just about a million differ-
ent exercises in one day just 
because of the variability of 
things.”
P r a c t i c i n g  f o r  a l m o s t 
three years with local group 
Texas Parkour, Grimes was 
drawn to the sport after 
watching other traceurs.
“I  just  saw these guys 
that had this amazing con-
trol over their bodies. [They 
had] the ability to fall off 
these really high second-
story buildings and land 
and roll and be able to ab-
sorb all of the impact and 
keep going,” he said, dem-
onstrating with his hands. 
“It  increases your agi l i -
ty, your body stability and 
contro l ,  your  prec is ion , 
your balance.”
As a traceur, Grimes said 
he favors improving his 
strength and stamina. And 
though he  may be  seen 
jumping off buildings and 
climbing up walls,  these 
chal lenges  do not  come 
without fear or injury — 
thoughts that he said are 
necessary to overcome.
“In some cases, I have to 
blank out because if I let 
my mind get into too much 
control ,  then I  am over-
thinking things and it will 
inhibit my performance,” 
he said. “But at the same 
time, I like to focus on the 
next movement I am going 
to do. If you are able to vi-
sualize it in your head, it is 
possible.”
It is easy to see the results 
of his exercises when he 
isn’t moving — his body is 
strong with the advantage 
of a barrel chest and mus-
cular arms. But it is appar-
ent in his easy green eyes 
and genuine smile that it is 
not about vanity.
“With Preston, it’s real-
ly hard because he is real-
ly like a beast,” said Aar-
on Skinner, an ACC engi-
neering student and fel-
low traceur for three years. 
“He just keeps pushing it 
and pushing it and better-
ing himself to be the best. 
It’s not about being the best 
ever, but being the best he 
can be.”
Driven by an interest in 
the history and music of the 
Great Depression and WWII 
and by an effort to keep his 
workout diverse,  Grimes 
By Layne Lynch
Daily Texan Staff
If you think all the barbecue 
joints around Austin are over-
rated, you aren’t alone. Franklin 
Barbecue owner Aaron Franklin 
was unsatisfied with local bar-
becue places because they put 
more focus on marketing than 
on tradition.
Hoping to remedy this epi-
demic, Franklin has been serv-
ing what he proclaims to be tru-
ly authentic barbecue in a food 
trailer for the past two months. 
He smokes his meat to absolute 
tenderness in a smoker as op-
posed to the typical restaurant 
way of using an oven, which of-
ten dries out the meat.
But don’t assume he is just 
another person jumping on the 
Austin food-cart bandwagon.
“I’ve been six years in the 
making, so I’d say I skipped out 
on the new food cart genera-
tion,” he said. “Every skill set I 
had ever acquired came togeth-
er when I decided to go ahead 
and do this thing.”
And he has quite a list of skills. 
Before Franklin was working as 
the chef of Franklin Barbecue, 
he worked in home renovation. 
Before that, he worked out on 
the floor at random restaurants 
and also as a musician.
“I’ve had a tremendous 
amount of odd jobs,” he said. 
“I’d say drinking beer at the 
Crown and Anchor Pub was my 
most serious one [thus far].”
Franklin did all of the con-
struction that turned his own 
little backyard camper into a 
barbecue powerhouse.
The skills that he acquired be-
fore his barbecue days are what 
helped him come to this proj-
ect. In fact, Franklin has always 
lived his life coloring outside 
the lines by refusing to commit 
to a lackluster, 40-hour-a-week 
job.
“When I get bored with some-
thing, I go ahead and move onto 
the next thing,” he said. “Life is 
too short.”
Franklin sees the adventure in 
culinary arts, making sure nev-
er to resort to any type of reci-
pe. He appreciates his so-called 
nerdy fans — the ones who tru-
ly appreciate authentic and tra-
ditional barbecue.
“I do it until the food tastes 
right,” he said. “I just decided to 
get nerdy with [my barbecue], 
but I’m still figuring it out.”
Franklin thinks he has what 
other barbecue places don’t: a 
commitment to quality.
“A lot of those restaurants 
don’t use traditional smokers,” 
he said. “Using something like 
a wood-fire oven takes the art 
out of [barbecue]. From an art-
ist’s integrity, you are taking the 
creativity out of barbecue when 
you do something like that.”
And indeed, Franklin sees 
himself dedicated to his art. 
Getting up at 4 a.m. and get-
ting home around 9 p.m., he 
makes his food from scratch at 
all hours of the day.
“Honestly, it is a 24-hour job,” 
he said. “Something like brisket 
isn’t made in one hour.”
Franklin is hoping to open a 
restaurant, but in the meantime, 
he wants to show Austin what 
they have been missing out on.
“Anyone who loves real, au-
thentic barbecue should give 
my place a shot,” he said. “Es-
pecially [those] barbecue geeks 
out there.”
12 LIFE
Mary Kang | Daily Texan Staff 
History junior Preston Grimes practices parkour by jumping over a handrail at Welch on Wednesday afternoon. Parkour is a sport 
that allows a participant to find the fastest possible way around obstacles in the environment.
Feeling the adrenaline rushSneaker enthusiast 
set to showcase his 
nice kicks in store
Katherine Medlin | Daily Texan Staff
Nice Kicks, a sneaker store on Guadalupe Street set to open Saturday, 
caters to sneaker enthusiasts and casual shoppers alike.
Barbecue seasoned and smoked to perfection GLBT community hopes 
to find support with sports
Peyton McGee | Daily Texan Staff 
FLAGS member Tyler Neal evades a ball during a game of dodgeball 
at the Anna Hiss Gymnasium on Tuesday night.
‘‘I just saw these guys that had this amazing control over their bodies.”
 — Preston Grimes, parkour traceur
By Carlo Castillo
Daily Texan Staff
Last semester, seniors Angeli-
ca Perez, Daniel Otero and Cel-
ena Flores saw a need within the 
GLBT community not met by the 
existing GLBT student organiza-
tions — a safe place where those 
who identified as gays, lesbians, 
bisexual or transexuals could play 
sports without fear of discrimina-
tion based on their sexual orienta-
tion or athletic abilities.
Otero, who said he idolizes Olym-
pic gold medalist Matthew Mit-
cham for being public about his ho-
mosexuality, worried about the hos-
tility toward the GLBT community 
that forced members of sports teams 
to stay quiet about their sexuality — 
or stay out of sports entirely.
“We wanted to create an atmo-
sphere where GLBT and their allies 
could play sports and not feel like 
they were being dominated by het-
erosexists,” Perez said.
With $10 and their names on an 
application sheet, the three started 
the Federation of Lesbian, Allies and 
Gay Sports — or FLAGS.
They don’t, however, want peo-
ple to think of their organization as 
a group of GLBT individuals.
“We are a group of individuals 
that are passionate about playing 
sports,” Otero said. “Some of us also 
happen to be gay.”
The group attracted students that 
had experienced discrimination 
in high-school athletics. When the 
group’s vice-president, accounting 
sophomore David Cervantes, was 
in high school, he was on the swim 
team — until fellow team members 
discovered his sexuality.
“I wasn’t exactly kicked off,” 
By Julie Rene Tran
Daily Texan Staff
All of Nice Kicks’ glass win-
dows were completely covered 
with brown parchment paper 
to keep window shoppers from 
getting an early peek of the 
store’s insides. The new sneak-
er store, located on Guadalupe 
Street next to The Yogurt Spot, 
wanted everything to be kept 
a surprise until its opening de-
but set for Saturday at 11 a.m. 
So until then, sneakerheads will 
have to wait patiently.
Nice Kicks began four years 
ago as a Web site when found-
er Matt Halfhill thought there 
needed to be a more reliable 
source of information on sneak-
ers. On Saturday, the compa-
ny will extend from the digi-
tal world to retail space and be-
come a place for a unique shop-
ping experience.
Halfhill and his team have 
created a sneaker haven. There 
are two wall-graffiti pieces, bor-
dered in gold baroque-styled 
frames — one is a case-enclosed 
autographed pair of last year’s 
Longhorn basketball Nikes, the 
other a grand masterpiece — 
a honeycomb-wall shelving of 
the store’s prized collection of 
sneakers. The store is an open, 
detailed space akin to a mu-
seum, where both sneaker en-
thusiasts and regular shoppers 
alike can appreciate Nice Kicks’ 
artistic mind.
They never wanted to make a 
great sneaker store, Halfhill said. 
Instead, they wanted to produce 
an amazing store that just so 
happened to sell sneakers.
“You can take this wall of 
sneakers  out  and those  T-
shirts over there out, put in 
something else and this store 
will be an awesome whatever 
by itself,” he said. “We want-
ed to create a real life expe-
rience for people, so they can 
experience Nice Kicks in the 
real world.”
Halfhill said he chose Austin 
as the primary location because 
he wanted to create something 
for his hometown. Halfhill said 
he understands that the hip-
hop and sneaker scene is not as 
large in Austin as in other big 
cities, but he embraces the chal-
lenge.
“Let’s build this scene and 
make it big here,” he said. 
“Austin is a fun city, and Austin 
should have these cool things 
like access to cool sneakers.”
Halfhill said everything about 
the store’s decor relates back 
to Austin in some way. Austin 
light artist Andy Coolquitt de-
signed the light-bulb chandelier 
in the store and, Sloke, another 
Austin artist, painted the two 
graffiti artworks.
When Nice Kicks began, 
Halfhill thought, “There needs 
WHAT: Nice Kicks
WHERE: 2815 Guadalupe St.
WHEN: Monday to Saturday 11 
a.m. - 8 p.m., Sunday 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
WEB: www.nicekicks.com
WHAT: Franklin Barbecue
WHERE: 3421 N IH 35
WHEN: Wednesday to Sunday 
11a.m. - 4 p.m.
WEB: www.franklinbarbecue.com
SHOES continues on page 11
SPORT continues on page 11
GLBT continues on page 11
Unique sport provides exercise, thrill for dangerous situations
Bobby Longoria | Daily Texan Staff 
Located near 38th 1/2 Street and Interstate Highway 35 in two 
mobile trailers, Franklin Barbecue has served brisket and ribs for 












































Rage on minimum wage
by HAN PARK & MARLA SEGURA
11
Opening doors, minds and music
by MICHELE PIERINI
9
4 Favorite drinking songs
by DTW STAFF
New album of sonic, stripped sound
by MARK LOPEZ
5
6 Blues band defies genre
by JOE HOLLOWAY
Play offers exotic escape
by JANNA ROCK
8
Burning rings, balls of fire
by MELANIE GASMEN
12
Tuesday’s flurries blew in my 22nd birthday, and it 
was the best one yet. Walking to class in the straight-
up blizzard was a pleasure, and the day just got bet-
ter and better from there. You didn’t know it,  but 
your spirited snowball fights in the heaviest snows 
Austin has seen since 1985 made my birthday that 
much more awesome.
So this is the 21+ issue, a topic I feel a certain level 
of expertise in, now that I have graduated to the big 
double deuce. I don’t feel comfortable offering up 
any serious advice or pearls of wisdom, so instead, 
for your entertainment, I offer the highlights (or 
rather, lowlights) of my 21st birthday:
This time last year, I was in the final stages of shak-
ing off a scrub. Said scrub picked me up from cam-
pus, and we proceeded to throw back way too many 
margaritas at Wahoo’s happy hour. They didn’t even 
ask to see my ID I felt so cheated. Anyway, it was a 
rushed and unpleasant hour because for one — he 
was a douche (that night I learned the high price of 
free drinks), and two — I had a review for a geology 
test I needed to get to at 7. This geology test was par-
ticularly important because I hadn’t made it back to 
geology class since the first day (sorry, mom). This 
was a big, big mistake. I stumbled in late, reeking of 
tequila, crashed into a front row seat and promptly 
realized: this is a “turrrible” idea. Thank God for Rox-
anna Asgarian, who picked me up after less than 10 
minutes and took me to Taco Cabana, where we got 
free birthday beers and personal-sized quesadillas. 
The evening continued in this outrageous fashion. 
I’m excluding the bulk of the details because the 
ones I do remember are even more embarrassing 
than what I’ve told you, and the ones I don’t remem-
ber, well, I don’t remember. I was home before mid-
night. By sunrise, I had vomited 14 times. Turns out, 
I was getting sick all day, and in fulfilling my 21st 
birthday responsibilities, I contractd the gnarliest flu 
ever.
Long story short — my 21st birthday was a com-
plete mess. But my 22nd birthday was a complete 
success. Your 21st year is for making mistakes never-
to-be-repeated. Have fun. Next stop: responsibility.
Love,
11
Taking shots with ‘Naked Josh’
by TORI DAUGHTREY
Photo by Scott Squires
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By Rachel Meador and  
Jessica Billeaud
Rowdy Times Pres-




Walk the line down to Emo’s 
this Saturday for the fourth 
annual Johnny Cash tribute 
show. The show kicks off with 
the Man in Black’s pianist Earl 
Poole Ball followed by a per-
formance by Cash’s drum-
mer’s group, the W.S. ‘Fluke’ 
Holland Band. The Derailers, 
Roger Wallace, The Skeletons, 
Brigitte London and tribute 






Prince has said that Groupo 
Fantasma is “real musicians 
playing real music.” For a band 
that was recently nominated 
for Best Latin Rock/Alternative 
Album and routinely backs 
Prince, its street cred speaks 
for itself. Texans armed with 
booming brass, lively congos 
and guitar riffs; their Latin 
flair will burn up the floor. In-
die/electro-pop band SPEAK 
will open the show – the Aus-
tin band, composed of some 
UT kids, will set the lively tone 





Tickets: $8 in advance, $10 
at door 
Think of your most euphor-
ic moment. Now, set it to mu-
sic – what you come up with is 
what The Givers so excitedly 
offer. Describing their sound 
as “feel-good music,” the rela-
tively young band brilliantly 
blends several genres of mu-
sic, ranging from Afro-pop to 
indie rock, coming up with 
a joyful, worldly sound of its 
own. Backed by skilled in-
strumentation and a unique 
percussion duel by dynamic 
drummer Kirby Cambell and 
Tif Lamson – the ebb and flow 
of jubilation and madness is 
helplessly catchy, especially 
with Lamson’s gritty, soulful 
voice. The indie band left a 
mark on audiences last Octo-
ber when they opened for the 
Dirty Projectors, and with new 
tracks to rush upon fans at 
Friday’s show, their headlin-
ing performance is expected 
to be somewhat magical.  
Beautiful Revolver: 





The showdown between 
musical giants will be battled 
out on four turntables by disc 
jockeys Prince Klassen and 
Orion. We’re not sure the spe-
cifics, but we expect some 
“Like a Virgin” mixed with “El-
eanor Rigby” or some “Norwe-
gian Wood” mixed with “Like 
a Prayer” – the result could 
be quite dirty. But Scoot Inn 
knows how to throw it down, 
so plan on some danceable 
beats and beautiful montages. 
Prince Klassen is known to pop 
off a party. 
The Apple Trio 
CD Release Party




Check out the classically 
inspired music composed by 
these three extremely gift-
ed and driven young ladies. 
Small in stature and big in tal-
ent, the teenage trio consists 
of a violinist, violist and cel-
list who also dabble in guitar, 
mandolin and piano. Their 
songs are catchy with a folksy 
charm and lyrics to make you 
smile, despite your best ef-
forts, because these girls will 






A classic party anthem from 
the late great Mac Dre — pour 
some out, put on your thizz 
face and get “doodoo dumb.” 
— MS
“Pop Bottles” 
by Birdman feat. Lil 
Wayne
Because now that I have my 
first DT Weekend paycheck, 





Reminding you to always 
look on the bright side of 
things. And sure, you can tell 
her. I don’t see the harm in it. 
— HP
“Don’t You Just 
Know It” 
by The Sonics
It’s just one of those songs 
that can do no wrong.  Drunk or 
not, it’s a jam, but when you’re 




Grab a pint and your neigh-
bor’s shoulder and sway and 
slosh to this unifying classic. 
— RM
“Flask in My Fanny 
Pack” 
by Steve Ryback
Hard-hitting electro that 
you’d be raging to if you actu-
ally did have a flask in your 
fluorescent fanny pack.
— MP
“Sex on the Beach” 
by T-Spoon
Mix this song with your fa-
vorite fruity drink for you own 
personal summer.
— BL
“I Would Walk 500 
Miles” 
by The Proclaimers
You’d have to be wasted 
to think you would walk 500 
miles for anyone.
— JR
“Kyrian Bee Bop” 
by Bassnectar
Because if I wouldn’t look 
like a douche wearing head-
phones downtown, I would 
rock this song all night long.
— JB
“Throw Some D’s” 
by Rich Boy
A) His name is “Rich Boy” B) the 
outro synth beat is sick C) his 
momma inspired the track.
— GY
“Get Me Bodied” 
by Beyonce 
Get your drink on and dance 








When Deluxe Peroux, Dax-
ter McGarnigle and Davey 
Hamrick, formerly of the band 
Lomita, hooked up with Jenny 
Gacy, they probably were not 
aware of the magic that would 
soon blossom from their first 
spontaneous show at Emo’s, 
which only occurred because 
Lomita’s singer was MIA.
However, once the feeling 
was there and the intention 
was dead-set, they became 
The White White Lights. The 
music spawned from the ba-
sic pretense that everyone 
wanted to record tracks that 
were fun and free.
The band, whose album re-
lease party is set to take place 
at Emo’s Saturday, prides it-
self on being able to make the 
music they members have 
been wanting to make. 
“We don’t force anything.  If 
we come into the studio and 
we have nothing, we ... relax 
until something hits us,” Per-
oux, the band’s guitarist, said. 
“We don’t want to be a whiny, 
bitchy emo band, or whatever 
the kids are calling it these 
days.”
The band prides itself on 
paying homage to the bands 
they listened to when they 
were growing up in the late 
’80s and early ’90s, calling ref-
erence to The Pixies, Nirvana 
and Sonic Youth, but also 
maintaining diversity.
What appeals most to this 
group of musicians is strip-
ping music back to its basics. 
The White White Lights is a 
sole, sonic mission to create 
music with its flaws and all. 
In an industry where bands 
try to aim for that perfect, 
calculated sound, the band 
members just wants to jam 
together and create magic, 
like the good old days of rock 
‘n’ roll.
Daniel Perlaky, the band’s 
manager, describes the band 
as being “amorphous and 
authentic,” while also stating 
that “because Jen is so young, 
and she’s not jaded, she brings 
a real passion to the music. 
That’s the wonderful thing 
about having her as a front 
person for the band.”
In a business that is domi-
nated by companies, execu-
tives and the need to make 
a hit, the band reflects on 
this and steers away from it. 
They design their own album 
art work, package the albums 
themselves and record in 
their own studio, where they 
have full creative control.  
Inside their studio are post-
ers of Johnny Cash, a slick 
green couch, which is prob-
ably the pass-out couch from 
long nights in the studio and 
all the recording equipment 
they need.  They also record 
on tape, so they don’t become 
fixated on over-dubbing and 
creating something that isn’t 
what they originally wanted.
The band tries to keep a 
fresh perspective on the di-
rection that the band decides 
to go.  While their EP, Medium 
Head Boy, which releases this 
weekend, reverts to a more 
sonic approach. They describe 
their follow-up, which has al-
ready been completed minus 
one song, as being entirely 
stripped-down and organic.  
“People are so obsessed 
with being so precious and 
so calculated,” Peroux says. 
“They forget that the great-
est rock music was done re-
ally fast.  It’s not like Credence 
went in there to record ‘Susie 
Q’ and thought really hard 
about it.  No, they just fucking 
grooved.”
While the digital age may be 
severely upon us, The White 
what:  THE WHITE WHITE 
LIGHTS CD RELEASE PARTY 
(WITH COWABUNGA BABES 
AND THE HAPPEN-INS  
where: EMO’S 
when: SATURDAY
tickets: $7 FOR 21+, $10 FOR 
UNDER 21 (PLUS, FREE CD WITH 
TICKET)
New album of sonic, stripped sound
The White White Lights host ‘creepy dance party’
Photo courtesy of The White White Lights
Members of The White White Lights pride themselves on taking control of 
their sonic sound in all aspects. Their album release party is Saturday.




Few genres of music are ca-
pable of plucking at the deep-
est chords of the soul like the 
blues can. It’s something ev-
eryone can relate to because, 
at some point or another, ev-
eryone has had the blues.
Blues Mafia, if it isn’t appar-
ent from the name, has the 
blues. The band will be shar-
ing them at Momo’s on Satur-
day at 8 p.m. For $10, you can 
go hear Blues Mafia play the 
blues and songs from a num-
ber of other genres.
“We’ve kind of got a blues, 
rock, soul, funk sort of feel. It’s 
kind of hard to explain,” said 
lead singer Sasha Ortiz of her 
band that met at the Austin 
School of Music Rock and Roll 
camp four years ago and just 
kind of stuck together after 
the camp was over. “We’ve had 
genre trouble when we’ve put 
our album into stores because 
we don’t know what genre to 
put it in.”
She didn’t seem too worried 
about it though. According to 
her, genres are a becoming a 
thing of the past anyway.
“I would say that genres 
are just the old way of doing 
things,” Ortiz said. “There’s 
just so much music now we 
can’t really do that anymore, 
for our band at least.”
Also on Saturday’s bill are 
The Belleville Outfit and 
Dustin Welch. Ortiz says she’s 
been a good friend of both acts 
for a while.
“The Bellville Outfit, those 
guys are some of our oldest 
friends. I’m just kind of really 
close with that group of peo-
ple,” she said. “This is the first 
time we’ve actually played 
a show with the them, and 
they’ve been asking us to for a 
long time. It’s been a long time 
coming.”
It’s probably appropriate 
that the show where they fi-
nally come together is at Mo-
mo’s, a place Ortiz said has 
been a favorite of hers for a 
long time.
“Momo’s has been kind of 
my safe haven for a while. 
There’s so many music ven-
ues in Austin that you can’t 
go to unless you’re 21, and at 
Momo’s, it’s 18 and up. They’ll 
even let you in with a parent 
even if you’re under 18,” she 
said. “I remember going there 
in high school and just kind 
of hanging out there. I think 
that’s kind of how I got into 
the music scene, just hang-
ing out there and meeting 
musicians.”
From what Ortiz says, it seems 
like a pretty agreeable place.
“It’s a nice music venue. You 
can dress up if you want to or 
you can wear jeans and a T-
shirt if you want to. It doesn’t 
really matter,” she said. “We 
have a lot of blues dancers 
come out and watch us. We 
did my birthday party, there 
and I think we’ll be having an 
upcoming EP release party at 
Momo’s as well.”
Expect Blues Mafia to incor-
porate some of the tunes from 
that upcoming EP into their 
set list on Saturday.
“We’re playing a few things 
off of the album, a few covers, 
and a few things that are brand-
spanking new. We have some 
new music a lot of our fans 
haven’t heard,” Ortiz said. “I just 
hope people come out and have 
a good time because that’s what 
we’re there for, too.”
Fans that want a hard copy 
of the new tunes will have to 
wait — a little while at least.
“We will have an EP coming 
out sometime this year, proba-
bly sometime in the summer,” 
Ortiz said. “For right now, we 
have an album out, it’s called 
On the Shoulders of Giants. It’s 
an eight-song album. We did 
it here in Austin with some 
Grammy award-winning engi-
neers. I’m real proud of it. You 
can pick it up at places like 
Waterloo. Waterloo’s been do-
ing us real good. It’s always on 
the shelves.”




Blues band defies genres
Blues Mafia shows its different colors
Photo courtesy of Blues Mafia
















































DJ Digg all night, $1 wells & 
domestics
All Day NFL $1 off Pints & Cock-
tails, $2 off Apps, 1/2 off mini pizzas
$3.50 Vodka & Lemonade
$2 off Sun Fun Day, $2 Top 
Shelf
Bar - 1/2 Off Cheese & Chocolate Fon-
dues/$2 Dom, $4 Wells, $7 Martinis
$4 Zing Zang Bloodys
3-Close $3.95 Killer B’s
$2 Wells & Domestics All 
Nite
1/2 off Apps, $1 PBR/$10 
Bckts
NA
Michelades For Your 
Hangover!
$2.50 Drafts All Day--Over 
150 beers
$1.50 Doms & Wells; $3 UV 
Vodkas & Feckin Irish Whiskey
NA
$4.50 Bloodys, Mimosas, 
Mango.  Brunch
N/A
$2.50 Bloodys,  Mimosas, 
Drivers  All Day
25 cent Wells ALL NIGHT
Closed
$1 Domestic Beers, $2 Wells, 
$3 Bombs
Industry Night $2 wells & 
domestics
3-7 & 9-11PM HH, $1 off Pints and Cock-
tails, $2 off Apps, 1/2 off mini pizzas
$2 Light Drafts, 1/2 off Pool
3 - 11 $2 Pints Dos XX and 
Miller Lite
Bar -1/2 Off Cheese & Chocolate Fon-
dues; Ladies Night - 3 Course Meal $24
ALL Mexican Beer $2.50 
after 7PM, $3.25 Michelada
$5.00 Mex. Martini’s
$2 Wells & Domestics All 
Nite
$2 XX bottles 7pm - Close
Closed
Pint Night - Any Draft Pints 
$2.50, $1 Lonestars
$2.50 Texas Beers All Day, 
Pearl and PBR $1.25
$1.50 Doms and Wells
1/2 Off Apps 4-10P
2 for 1 Fajitas, $5.50 Mex 
Marts during HH




$2 you call it $1 bud lights, $2 
tequila turtles
$1 Domestic Beers, $2 Wells, 
$3 Bombs
Jumping from Jets $2 
domestics
$2 Pints, 1/2 off Wine, $1 off Cock-
tails, $2 off Apps, $2  off mini pizzas
All Night HH, 1/2 off Apps
$1 Bottles Bud, Bud Lite, 
Miller Lite, Coors Lite
Bar - 1/2 Off Cheese & Chocolate Fon-
dues/$2 Dom, $4 Wells, $7 Martinis
$2 Random Beers after 7PM
Top Shelf Tuesday’s
$2 Wells & Domestics All 
Nite
$2 Pints 7P - Close
4-7 HH Drinks & Apps
$2 Dos XX, $2 Ritas or 2 Lg 
Pies and Lonestar Pitcher $22
Big Beer Night
$1.50 Doms and Wells
$1 Corona, $2 Ritas, 99 Cent 
Tacos till 12A
$2 Tecates, $2 Tacos
$1 Grab-n-Go Breakfast 
Tacos&Coffee
$1 Ritas
$1 Wells, $2 Beers
$2 margaritas $1 bud lights, $2 
tequila turtles
$1 Wells
DJ School $2 wells & 
domestics
3-7 & 9-11PM HH, $1 off Pints and Cock-
tails, $2 off Apps, 1/2 off mini pizzas
$2 Highlife Draft & Lstar 
Tboys
7-11 $3 Ritas
Bar - 1/2 Off Cheese & Chocolate Fon-
dues/$2 Dom, $4 Wells, $7 Martinis
$1.50 Pints, $6 Pitchers
$3.95 Famous House Mar-
garita
$2 Wells & Domestics All Nite
$1.50 Lonestar Pints 
HH 4-7, Sept 16 Mariachi 
Tamazula 7-9pm
Reggae Night - $2 Red Stripe, 
Anything Jack $3
$2 Pints Of Lonestar All Day--
Poker Night 8 & 10
$1 Miller High Life and PBR Cans; $1.50 
Doms; $2 Import Drafts
1/2 Off Apps 4-10P
$2 Drafts & 25 Cent Wings
$1 Grab-n-Go Breakfast 
Tacos&Coffee
1/2 Off Apps 3-7P, $5 Select 
Ritas
$1 Any Liquor
$2 you call it $1 bud lights, $2 
tequila turtles
$2 Domestic Beers, $2 Wells 
til 11pm
18+ w/ DJ Protege $2 wells & 
doms til 11p
3-7 & 9-11PM HH, $1 off Pints and Cock-
tails, $2 off Apps, 1/2 off mini pizzas
$2 Wells and Select Drafts
7-11 $6 32oz Teas
Bar -1/2 Off Cheese & Choc Fon-
dues; 20% off dinner with College ID
$1.50 Select Dom
Palomas $4.75 
$2 Wells & Domestics All 
Nite
$2 Off ALL Pitchers 
4-7 HH Drinks & Apps
$9.99 Lg Pies, Upsize to 32oz 
mug for $1 Drafts
$4 25oz Mug Beers, 32 Beers 
on Tap
$1.50 Doms and Wells, $2 
Imports
$5 Doms Open-Close, $2.25 
Wells, $1 Jello Shots
1/2 Off Appetizers w/student 
ID, $2 Wells
$1 Grab-n-Go Breakfast 
Tacos&Coffee
$1 Ritas 2-6P, $2 Ritas 6-7P
$1 Any Beer ALL NIGHT
$3 yager bombs $2 Tecate, $2 
tequila turtles
$2 Domestic Beers,$2 Wells 
til 11pm
18+ DJ Showcase w/ special 
guest DJs every week
NA
$3.50 Vodka/Lemonade
7-11 $2 off Dos XX & Miller 
Lite Pitchers
Bar - 1/2 Off Cheese & Chocolate Fon-
dues/$2 Dom, $4 Wells, $7 Martinis
$7 Select Pitchers
Strawberry Margaritas $4.50
$2 Wells & Dom
1/2 Off Select Apps, $10 Bckts
Sept. 12 Street Salsa 10:30-
1:30am
Miller High Life Buckets and 
any lg specialty pie for $20
$3 You Call It 7-10P, $2 Lon-
estar Pints
$3 LIT All Night
NA
$4.50 Bloodys, Mimosas, 
Mango.  Brunch
N/A
$2.50 Bloodys,  Mimosas, Driv-
ers  All Day
$2 Wells, $2 Beers till 11pm
$1 bud lights, $2 tequila 
turtles
$2 Domestic Beers, $2 Wells 
til 11pm
8+ DJ Showcase w/ special 
guest DJs every week
3-7 & 9-11PM HH, $1 off Pints and Cock-
tails, $2 off Apps, 1/2 off mini pizzas
$3.50 Vodka/Lemonade 
7-11 $3.50 Bombs
Bar - 1/2 Off Cheese & Choc Fondue; 
Martini Madness - 3 tinis for $15
$7 Select Pitchers
Sangria Margaritas $4.95
$2 Wells & Dom till 10
$1.50 Lonestar Pints 
4-7 HH Drinks & Apps, 
Sept.11 Oliver Rajamani 8-10
Miller High Life Buckets and 
any lg specialty pie for $20
Austin’s Best Happy Hour
$2 U “Call” It until 11P, $3 LIT
1/2 Off Apps 4-10P
$3.75 Mango, Straw, Swirl 
Fro Ritas
$1 Grab-n-Go Breakfast Tacos& Cof-
fee, Sept.18  1/2 Price Organic Burgers
$1.95 Domestics, $2.75 Ritas 
2-7P
$2 Wells, $2 Beers till 11pm
LONGHORN SPECIALS
LOCATION   SUN       MON  TUES                WED           THURS      FRI          SAT
texasstudentmedia.com/iphoneapp/
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Submit longhorn specials to: spotlight@texasstudentmedia.com




In these winter doldrums, 
as we forge through the onset 
of spring semester slumping, 
there is, somewhere, an ar-
chaic, luscious, exotic escape 
to be had.
That place would be The 
Vortex this weekend. Chad 
Salvata and Jo Beth Henderson 
present “Xephyra,” a fantasti-
cal, multimedia island journey. 
The heroic, erotic narrative is 
set on top of high tech, alter-
native, world music which will 
be played by two keyboardists, 
a drummer, and two vocalists, 
who also double as characters 
in the saga.  
This “ambient tribal trance 
music,” as Salvata describes, 
was originally made “just to 
play and listen to, but add-
ing a narrative gave every-
one focus.” Not only does the 
storyline add focus – it takes 
the work to a level of epic 
grandeur.  
The story is of Xephyra, a 
primitive she-warrior, and 
the journey she and her is-
land tribe take to find her 
husband, named Warrior, 
who has been out fighting an 
island war. “They travel from 
island to island [encounter-
ing everything from mon-
sters to mermaids], and each 
song is a different island on 
the quest,” says Salvata, who 
speaks rather dryly of the 
whimsy from a bold, subser-
vient nature.
Something is fishy. I mean, 
more so than the warrior 
mermaids and island tribe 
sirens – the performance 
will be presented entirely in 
Henderson’s made-up lan-
guage. Nothing reels in an 
audience like a little splash 
of eccentricity.
“I knew she had the abil-
ity to do this, but I decided to 
create a project just for her 
ability to create these sounds 
and put them together,” Sal-
vata says. “The language is 
mainly alliteration, and I don’t 
think there is a translation for 
it.  It’s total vowels and con-
sonants and the creation of 
tonal soundscapes.”
In regard to using such in-
novative and unusual musical 
techniques, Salvata comments 
that “[they] have it broken to a 
point where [they] can really 
play it well.” Oddly, and inter-
estingly enough, some of Hen-
derson’s discovered lyrics will 
be subtitled on screen during 
the film.
Because the lyrics exist sole-
ly in the realm of emotion and 
aesthetic, the narrative story 
of “Xephyra” comes mainly 
through the video which video 
jockey Sergio R. Samayoa will 
be mixing up fresh for each 
performance.
“The songs and visual pre-
sentation have some impro-
visational character because 
there will be some room for 
embellishment and change 
every night,” Salvata says. He 
clarifies by explaining, “that’s 
only half of the way we work. 
It’s also very specific and very 
detailed, but I like to have 
room to breathe, as well.”  
Sparks begin to fly as Sal-
vata dishes that he’s “person-
ally most excited about the 
primitive imagery,” in spite of 
having a wealth of high-tech 
musical gear at play. “I think 
the imagery and the whole 
presentation will be seductive, 
romantic and infectious,” he 
says.
To clarify his description of 
“primitive imagery” Salvata 
explains the imaging process 
used in creating “Xephyra.” 
“We are interpreting roman-
ticized imagery and turning 
it into something that’s in our 
imagination, a fantastical in-
terpretation,” he explains.  
However, don’t worry about 
getting lost at sea – Salvata 
says, you’ll see things you rec-
ognize. “For example, there’s 
one part where the siren and 
Xephyra are battling a kalei-
doscope octopus.  You’ll recog-
nize an octopus-like thing, but 
it will be just that—octopus-
like.”
A wavering reluctance once 
tempered my curiosity in “Xe-
phyra,” perhaps akin to the 
funky, delicate play between 
a nasal cavity and a tuna fish, 
teetering between interest and 
question.  Luckily, the thought 
of a kaleidoscope octopus is an 
easy fix for any hesitation. The 
album release party is set for 
Friday, with shows continuing 
every Thursday through Sun-
day at 8 p.m. through March 
14.  Free food and champagne 
will accompany Friday’s per-
formance. 
Invite seduction, and leave 
your tunas at home.  Unless, 
of course, they are in cans that 
you can donate Thursdays 
and Sundays for 2-for-1 ad-
mission.
what: XEPHYRA  
where: THE VORTEX 
when: FRIDAY-SUNDAY, 8 P.M.
tickets: $10-$30
online: WWW. VORTEXREP. 
 ORG
Play offers exotic escape
Enter Xephrya’s odd world of mixed media 
White Lights proves to be a 
band that sticks to an old-
school mentality and still has 
a modern, fresh outlook on 
music and its direction.  How-
ever, you still cannot deny a 
hint of concern that comes 
from a band of music veter-
ans about the state of music 
today.
“I view music today as be-
ing very progressive, but I’m 
scared of what it’s progress-
ing to,” Peroux said.  
If you are interested in a 
band that will make you go 
wild in a dancing frenzy and 
then bring you down into a 
cosmic slumber, equipped 
with trippy dreams and 
make-believe things, then 
The White White Lights may 
be your cup of tea.  
If this doesn’t strike your 
fancy, check them out any-
way. You may surprise your-
self.  
“It’s a raucous, loud, ram-
bunctious, good time,” singer 
Gacy said.  “It’s a creepy, fun 
dance party.”
SOUNDS: Fusing old, new
FROM PAGE 5
By Michele Pierini
On Saturday, come check 
out the grand opening of 
Switched On, Austin’s new 
music electronics store.  Al-
though our wonderful city is 
popularly known as the “Live 
Music Capital of the World,” 
most people associate Aus-
tin with rock music, usually 
indie or folk.  However, there 
is a lot more out there on the 
fringe.  In particular, there is a 
burgeoning electronic music 
scene that seems to be swept 
under the rug. 
Switched On aims to give 
local electronic musicians 
the attention that they de-
serve.  The store’s name is a 
reference to one of the great-
est synthesizer albums of all 
time.  In the late 1960s, Wen-
dy Carlos turned Bach sym-
phonies into electronically 
produced gold.  This created 
an increased interest in the 
Moog synthesizer as well as 
electronic music in general.   
Fringe culture blog “The 
Awthum Empire” recently 
featured an announcement 
about this weekend’s store 
launch followed by a few 
words from John French, co-
owner of Switched On. 
“Making musicians com-
fortable with the vast choices 
9
By Tori Daughtrey
Friday and Saturday nights 
at Dizzy Rooster on Sixth 
Street, you can find Josh Heat-
er making drinks without his 
shirt on, showing off his six-
pack and dancing on the bar 
to quality jams like “I’m on a 
Boat,” making sure everyone 
is having as good a night as 
he. Don’t let his macho-build, 
strong jaw and heavily tat-
tooed arms fool you, Heater is 
as sweet as his drinks.
Ten months ago, Heater 
found himself stuffing every-
thing he owned into his car, 
bidding farewell to Las Vegas 
and driving 20 hours straight 
to Austin, to the doors of Diz-
zy Rooster asking for a job.
“It’s more than just drink-
ing,” Heater said. “People 
come here to get outside their 
character. You can turn an 
average night into a special 
night.”
Seven nights a week there’s 
a live band blaring music 
through the doors, attracting 
visitors to the assortment of 
popular drinks including the 
infamous Dizzy Rooster’s Jell-
O Shot and Heater’s signature 
shot, The Naked Josh.
He admits that there maybe 
better bars with fancier lights 
and music, but claims that 
what makes the Dizzy Rooster 
the best is its staff.
“There are better-looking 
boys just out on the street,” 
Heater said. “But people come 
in here because we are so 
much fun.” Or maybe the la-
dies keep on coming because 
of the bartender’s willingness 
to strip off his shirt. 
Heater’s got tons of embar-
rassing stories about drunk-
en silliness, but he kept them 
to himself -- so if you need to 
let loose one night or you find 
the urge to spill your sappy 
guts to a random stranger, 
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though our wonderful city is 
popularly known as the “Live 
Music Capital of the World,” 
most people associate Aus-
tin with rock music, usually 
indie or folk.  However, there 
is a lot more out there on the 
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scene that seems to be swept 
under the rug. 
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local electronic musicians 
the attention that they de-
serve.  The store’s name is a 
reference to one of the great-
est synthesizer albums of all 
time.  In the late 1960s, Wen-
dy Carlos turned Bach sym-
phonies into electronically 
produced gold.  This created 
an increased interest in the 
Moog synthesizer as well as 
electronic music in general.   
Fringe culture blog “The 
Awthum Empire” recently 
featured an announcement 
about this weekend’s store 
launch followed by a few 
words from John French, co-
owner of Switched On. 
“Making musicians com-
fortable with the vast choices 
electronic music brings and 
making those choices human 
is my personal quest,” French 
said. “With Switched On I’m 
looking out for the shoestring 
musician who simply wants 
the greatest sound ever.” 
The new store is located 
on the East side where the 
opening’s festivities will be-
gin at 7 p.m. with disc-jock-
eys and a live performance 
by E-Squared also known as 
BODYTRONIX, a joint project 
of Eric Archer and Erich Rags-
dale.  After that, go across the 
street to Victory Grill to hear 
How I Quit Crack, Silent Diane, 
Survive and Pataphysics — all 
of whom are local bands that 
play electronic instruments, 
mainly synths. 
Switched On has a staff 
well-versed in selling elec-
tronics as well as in instru-
ment repair and rental, and 
even offers in-store work-
shops.  Instruments sold in-
clude the popular synths and 
drum machines, but also the 
elusive theremin and other 
vintage items. 
what: SWITCHED ON 
STORE OPENING PARTY  
where: 1111 E 11TH ST.
when: 7 P.M.
tickets: FREE
Taking shots with 















I turned 21 this week. I re-
tired my fake ID and passed 
the final mile marker on my 
way into adulthood. It was 
a strange feeling — brought 
on, not by the unforgiving 
amounts of free liquor that 
was poured down my throat 
on Sixth Street or the mechan-
ical bull my friends talked me 
into riding, but by the realiza-
tion that I’m almost a grown-
up. Kind of scary. 
So, in honor of DT Week-
end’s “21+” issue and my new-
ly acquired non-minor status, 
I’m sharing one of my favorite 
places to drink in Austin.  And 
if anyone asks, I’ve only found 
it since Tuesday.
If you’re anything like me, 
Sixth Street begins to lose 
its appeal after the first few 
dozen times you’ve chugged 
your way through too many 
happy-hour drink specials. 
The bars on Sixth Street tend 
to be noisy and crowded, 
which is fun sometimes, but 
for a welcome relief from the 
shot slamming college crowd, 
head down a few blocks to the 
Warehouse District on Fourth 
Street. There you’ll find my fa-
vorite drinking spot in Austin, 
a small pre-Prohibition era bar 
called Péche. 
Péche has an inviting feel 
from the moment you walk 
through the door. Maybe it’s 
the French influenced de-
cor that mixes white table 
cloths and leather couches, 
or the friendly and talkative 
bartenders that mix drinks 
behind a bar that stretches 
almost the entire length of 
the seating area. I think it 
appeals to me because of 
my secret desire to parade 
into a bar with a book and a 
pipe, pretending to be Oscar 
Wilde. Whatever brings you 
in though, it’s the drinks that 
will keep you coming.  
Péche is Austin’s first ab-
sinthe bar, and if you’re in the 
mood for a taste of the Green 
Fairy, they serve it up in style. I 
try to stay away from the stuff, 
but I have tried the Pernod. The 
herbal absinthe was served 
traditionally with a sugar cube 
and a slotted spoon — and if 
you were a chemistry-set kid, 
this may be the best part for 
you. 
Although the absinthe is 
interesting, I visit Péche for 
the cocktails. The bar is a gin-
drinker’s paradise, with drinks 
running the gamut from the 
Bronx Bomber, a stout drink 
composed of chilled espres-
so, gin and absinthe, to the 
Gin and Monks, a citrusy and 
herbal gin and chartreuse 
concoction. 
Another personal favorite 
is the Cucumber Martini, a re-
freshing drink made with Hen-
dricks, Cointreau, rosemary, 
cucumber juice and cayenne 
pepper. It’s cool and clean to 
begin with, and the cayenne 
pepper gives it a great bite. 
For something a little sweet-
er, try the Italian Rootbeer, 
made with Galliano, an Italian 
herbal liqueur, and Mexican 
Coke. And it tastes just like a 
root beer.  
And one of the best things 
about all these cocktails — 
they’re only $5 during Péche’s 
great happy hour, which runs 
between 4 - 6 p.m., Tuesday 
through Friday and all day 
Sunday and Monday. You can 
also get sandwiches and appe-
tizers for half off.   
Whether you choose to start 
your night with a swanky drink 
or to top the night off with a 
cocktail, check out Péche for 
something new and exciting. 
Be sure to strike up a conver-
sation with your bartender, 
too. But be warned, chances 
are good you’ll want to come 
back soon.  
what: PÉCHE 
where: 208 W. 4TH ST.
Sipping swanky cocktails
Photo by Bobby Longoria
Bartender Garrett Mikell stocks glasses in Peche’s full absinthe bar. The restaurant, located downtown, prides itself on its speciality drinks, atmosphere and unique foods.
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You’re scrambling to make 
it to the bar to buy a couple 
more shots before “last call” 
and you’re hugging it out with 
that one girl from your biol-
ogy lab (it doesn’t matter that 
you forgot her name because 
you’re about to forget the en-
tire conversation you had with 
her about god-knows-what 
that lasted for like half an 
hour). Just as the two of you 
belt out the chorus to “Blame 
it on the Alcohol,” (and no, you 
don’t know the words) you see 
a girl slip and bust her ass on 
the puddle of puke that’s been 
lingering on the floor for at 
least a couple hours. After all 
of this, you can pat yourself on 
the back and say, “I made it.” 
You deserve a big-ol’ greasy 
slice of pizza and a free bus 
ride back to West Campus. 
Sixth Street is ruthless, but if 
you’re in Austin and you’re 21, 
you know you have to go at 
least once.  Sure, you may for-
get to close your tab and wake 
up with your shoes on the 
next day, but you’ll probably 
have a few good stories that’ll 
take you a good five hours to 
remember.  The good news is: 
if you’re strategic about it, you 
can go without breaking the 
bank.  There are some pret-
ty solid deals, especially on 
weekdays.  Thursday is college 
night, after all.  
But, let’s say you’re a minor, 
and that fake ID you bought 
from your roommate’s sketchy 
boyfriend just isn’t cutting it 
(the picture isn’t even the right 
gender!). Well, you’re pretty 
much out of luck. You’re not 
going to get that 50 bucks back, 
and the only thing you have to 
look forward to is that fateful 
night when the clock strikes 
midnight and suddenly you’re 
21. We’ve been there — hitting 
up every bar for the elusive free 
shot that never comes, just to 
give up and shell out for your 
own birthday drinks. Well, this 
week we’re providing you, dear 
reader, with an extensive guide 
to getting those free birthday 
shots on Dirty Sixth. It took us 
a lot of effort, hitting up every 
bar from Neches Street to Aces 
Lounge in a single night. It took 
some Herculean strength on 
our part to be able to provide 
you the fruits of our extensive 
research. We’re just saying you 
might want to cut this article 
out, and leave it on your bulle-
tin board for future reference. 
Your Crew aka The 
Party People aka 
Your Besties 
What’s a party without 
people? The responsibility of 
assembling the party falls on 
you, birthday kid, and make 
sure everyone’s up for it and of 
legal age.  If you’re the oldest 
of your group, sorry but you’re 
shit out of luck. Maybe next 
year. You’re going to need the 
following:
1. A designated driver because 
safety comes first.
2. Responsible friends to take 
care of you because you’re go-
ing to need it.
3. Generous friends who can 
afford to buy you a birthday 
drink.
4. If you feel like you don’t 
have #3, a fun bud who spends 
all his money on booze and 
loves to see you drunk.
 
Your gear
Girls — avoid huge purses, 
huge heels and huge coats. 
You want to be as agile as 
possible, and you want to be 
comfortable enough to get 
from point A to point B effi-
ciently.  Also — consolidate. 
You should have the small-
est amount of stuff to be ac-
countable for when you leave 
the bar.  It’s your birthday, and 
you can cry if you want to, 
but then you’re just that sad 
drunk girl on the curb crying 
about losing her phone while 
she’s on the phone. That hap-
pens. A lot.  
Guys — you don’t have to 
look like you could have made 
it to the final audition for the 
casting call of “Jersey Shore.” 
We are not math majors, but 
we’re certain that more co-
logne does not equal more at-
tractiveness. Also, that phero-
mone stuff doesn’t work. It just 
makes you smell desperate.
 
Hot tips: 
1. Bring a group of people who 
drink. You probably won’t get 
that free drink if you’re the 
only one drinking.
2. Plan ahead. If your birth-
day falls on finals week, 
don’t plan on getting crazy. 
School first, boys and girls.
3. Choose a good starting 
and ending spot. You don’t 
want to end up in Barcelona 
watching that one chick 
who just dances by herself 
in the middle of the dance 
floor, if you’re not into it.
4. Bring cash. Cards are 
hard to deal with and most 
all the bars want to hit you 
with a $10 minimum.
 
The list
 aka “The list of bars on 
Dirty Sixth that will/will not/





3. The Thirsty Nickel




3. Blind Pig Pub






And remember, Happy Birth-
day! Just make sure to check 
your Facebook regularly for the 
next few days because your 
friend will not honor the verbal 
contract you made with her to 
refrain from putting those pic-
tures on the Internet. Eventu-
ally you have to be in the job 
market, and you don’t need to 
be explaining to the recruiter 
why your pants have a hole in 
the crotch while you’re danc-
ing on the Shakespeare’s stage.
Drunk tips for Dirty Sixth
How to get the most bang for your buck
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$2 beers and 







Peek into a world where 
people hurl plastic balls, 
canes, silver hoops and color-
ful clubs around every which 
way, for hours on end. It’s the 
kind of place where guys on 
unicycles circle around on-
lookers so nonchalantly. This 
weekend, the Texas Juggling 
Society brings that world the 
public eye with the 17th an-
nual Jugglefest at UT.
During the three-day event, 
fanatics of the art will show-
case a wide variety of talents. 
Festival attendees can expect 
to not only see jugglers, uni-
cyclists and local acts, but also 
circus talent from all over the 
country.
Jugglefest, which is current-
ly the only juggling festival in 
Texas, will start Friday with 
open juggling and unicycling 
in Belmont Hall. Workshops 
throughout the weekend will 
instruct all skill levels on dif-
ferent techniques, such as a 
beginner’s guide to juggling 
three balls, a how-to on ball 
spinning and certain advanced 
tricks using three to five clubs.
“If you don’t know how to 
juggle, someone will come 
and teach you,” said Shaun 
Doyle, senior St. Edwards stu-
dent and member of the Texas 
Juggling Society. “Everyone is 
pretty open and friendly.”
Friday evening will also fea-
ture a performance in front of 
the UT Tower, called “Twilight 
Torches,” where TJS members 
will juggle flaming torches. 
And as the night winds down, 
gutsy performers will strut 
their stuff in the free, im-
promptu “Renegade” show. 
Acts will grace the Jester Au-
ditorium stage with new ma-
terial that may not be suitable 
for children.
“The Renegade show is 
what they call a bit R-rated,” 
said Scott Kurland, a comput-
er programmer and longtime 
TJS juggler.
Kurland explained how dur-
ing last year’s show, a per-
former juggled canes with one 
purposely landing between 
his legs, triggering some dirty 
minds. He also said how one 
of the guest jugglers, Mark 
Faje, stuck knives in the holes 
of a bowling ball, threw the 
ball in the air and caught it by 
the neck. 
Saturday is packed with 
workshops and a free, family-
fun performance at the Texas 
School for the Deaf audito-
rium. Aside from juggling, the 
show will include acrobalanc-
ing performances by Kelsey 
Strauch and boyfriend Jules 
McEvoy, who have a vaudeville 
act called “Flourish and Fool.” 
The show’s guest list also 
features the renowned jug-
gler, Jenn Slaw, the comedian 
juggler, Michael Rosman, the 
juggling duo, Smirk, as well as 
Jim MacKenzie, who does all of 
the above as well as slack rope 
walking and sword swallowing.
On Sunday, the last day of the 
event, attendees can partake 
in competitions such as “coin 
juggling,” where participants 
juggle three or more coins that 
amount to 75 cents. If they drop 
a coin they must drop all of 
them and the last one standing 
gets to keep the change. An-
other competition is “numbers 
juggling,” where participants 
count how many objects a per-
son can juggle at a given time.        
According to its Web site, 
the society was founded on 
the mission “to furthering 
the practice, study and appre-
ciation of juggling and related 
manipulative arts and equi-
libristic disciplines.” Group 
members come from all types 
of backgrounds, including Uni-
versity students, world-record 
holders and computer geeks. 
The club meets every Thurs-
day night, year-round, at the 
All Saint’s Episcopal Church. 
Since this event is one of the 
high-points of their juggling 
year, TJS encourages people of 
all ages to drop by the festivi-
ties.
David Nayer, a mentor within 
TJS, said he’s taught students 
ranging from 3-year-olds to 
70-year-olds. He also said that 
during his 34 years of juggling, 
he’s learned that novice jug-
glers should have two key in-
gredients when starting out: a 
want to study the skills and an 
ego that can handle failure.
“A good juggler spends half 
of his time perfecting his craft 
and half his time screwing up,” 
Nayer said.
what: JUGGLEFEST 
where: BELMONT HALL, 
ROOMS 528 AND 302 
when: FRIDAY, 5 P.M.- 10 P.M.
tickets: $10 COVERS ALL   
DAYS, FREE TO UT   
STUDENTS
what: JUGGLEFEST FREE 
SHOWS 
where: JESTER AUDITORIUM
when: FRIDAY, 10:15 P.M.
tickets: FREE
Burning rings, balls of fire
Texas jugglers teach and perform
Photos by Jeff Heismath
Above, Kelsey Strauch practices a routine she will perform during Jugglef-
est. Below, During a Texas Juggling Society practice, Scott Kurland works 
on juggling three clubs in preparation for Jugglefest this weekend.
‘‘ The Renegade show is what they call a bit ‘R-rated.’”
 — SCOTT KURLAND 
Texas Juggling Society
